
Your perfect venue



A very special place

Escape to the private estate of West Dean College, a 19th century flint mansion with a rich arts history and 
character set in beautiful grounds.  Enter through the ornate gates and journey down the impressive drive, 
surrounded by breathtaking views of the South Downs.  A unique and magical setting for your special day.   

Dedicated to the arts with an internationally acclaimed reputation, West Dean College is an inspiring venue 
perfect for the most intimate gathering or grand reception.  Whether you are looking to hold your wedding 
reception in the main house or in a marquee within the grounds, our dedicated team will be on hand every 
step of the way.  



Celebrate in the house

You and your guests will be welcomed into the Oak Hall by our friendly team where you can enjoy reception 
drinks and canapés.  There is also the option of having your arrival drinks on the West Lawn if the weather is 
favourable.        

Dine in the atmospheric State Rooms, each with its own unique character.  The rooms can accommodate 
between 50 and 90 people and are interconnecting, providing a warm and elegant space your guests will love.  
Glittering chandeliers, walls graced with original artwork and open views make for a sense of occasion.  

When your wedding breakfast and speeches are complete, guests will make their way through the enchanting 
gardens to the evening reception venue complete with dance space, seating area and bar.  Choose from our 
reception menu and enjoy the scenic views offered by the fabulous terrace, available all year round.     



A sparkling occasion

Our in-house team of chefs demonstrate great attention to detail with menus designed to offer you plenty of 
choice throughout the seasons, using locally sourced produce.  Our menus have been created to appeal to a 
spectrum of tastes from succulent classics to delectable modern dishes.    

Exquisite canapés will whet your guests’ appetite before the wedding breakfast and you can celebrate after the 
sun goes down with an evening reception menu served by our dedicated team.   

Complementing your chosen menu, we have an extensive list of wines and Champagnes to add sparkle to your 
big day.  Celebrate in style and choose from a wide selection of zesty, fruitful wines.
  

Stay with us

At the end of the day, you can retreat to the relaxing space and privacy of the bridal suite.          

The Vicarage, located behind the main house, offers 10 en-suite bedrooms which can accommodate your 
friends and family.  Leave your guests to experience its 19th century charm complete with private garden and 
swimming pool.

If you choose to stay with us, enjoy the complimentary breakfast available for you and your overnight guests 
(up to 22 people) the next morning and late check-out at midday.  Extend the occasion and begin your first day 
as newlyweds in the most beautiful of settings with those closest to you.  



The glorious outdoors

If your heart is set on having a marquee reception, you can hire the Picnic Lawn set within the grounds of West 
Dean.  Celebrate your big day with stunning views of the South Downs set against an exclusive backdrop.  

Arrive in style down the picturesque driveway and enjoy arrival drinks on the lawn.  Savour every moment of 
your wedding breakfast surrounded by up to 200 of your friends and family, sat in the heart of the gardens.  
With the sunset on the horizon, dance the night away and create everlasting memories.

With secluded photographic opportunities, the stunning gardens bursting with colour provide a picturesque 
venue for a day you will never forget.      

“With its spectacular setting, West Dean was the 
perfect venue for my daughter’s wedding.” J Williscroft



We would like to thank the following suppliers 
with their help in the production of this brochure:

Photographer (indoor)
Vicki Isted

Photographer (outdoor)
Dasha Caffrey

Florist
Albert and Arthur

Wedding dress (indoor)
Truly Gorgeous

Groom’s outfit (indoor)
Andrew McDowall

Wedding hair stylist
Sharleen Oldaker 

Chair covers
VIP Venues 

Equipment
Tudor Catering Equipment Hire Ltd

Marquee
Wigwam Marquees

West Dean College is located on the A286, six miles north of the city of Chichester.  The postcode is
PO18 0QZ. 

The nearest train station is Chichester and there are direct train services from London Victoria.  A taxi rank is 
located outside the station, it is a 10-15 minute journey to the College.    
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Contact our Wedding Coordinator:

01243 818258
weddings@westdean.org.uk
www.westdean.org.uk/weddings

West Dean College
West Dean
Chichester
West Sussex
PO18 0QZ


