
 

 

 

 

RESIDENCY OPPORTUNITY  

Outside In and West Dean College of Arts and Conservation  

Submissions are now open for Outside In artists to undertake a residency at West Dean 

College of Arts and Conservation. The deadline for application is on Wednesday 1 July 2020 

at 10am.    

 

About the residency  

Outside In is working in partnership with West Dean College of Arts and Conservation to 

provide a residency opportunity for Outside In artists. 

The selected artist will be invited to respond to the College’s Historic House, Collection 

and Archive as part of Whose Heritage? Rethinking the West Dean Collection, a project that 

questions the College’s colonial ties and asks how broader social and cultural engagement 

can help institutional ambitions and change.  

We strongly encourage applications from artists from Black, Asian and minority ethnic 

backgrounds and artists who would like to explore the artefacts in the collection and the 

ethics around the display and interpretation of these pieces.  

The weeklong residency is an opportunity for an artist who is interested in the themes of 

this project and would like to spend time at West Dean College making new artwork in 

response to them. Artists can work in any medium including, but not limited to textiles, 

sculptures, painting, drawing, film, installation, writing and music.  

Please note that this residency is an opportunity for research and experiment so there is no 

expectation to produce a final piece of work. 

The selected artist will receive £500 for taking part in the residency. Please note this fee 

must also cover the costs towards any art materials needed during the residency. 

Accommodation will be provided at the College and there will be support for travel costs 

within the UK.  

 

About the West Dean Collection 

The West Dean Collection includes artworks, antiquities, artefacts, furniture and books 

from pre-history to the twenty-first century. The James family lived at West Dean from 

1891 and they acquired a lot of the objects on display and in use in the Main House. These 

objects represent the fashionable Edwardian household they were intended to furnish as 

well as the family’s various travels across Europe, Africa, Asia, South and Central America 

and the Arctic.  

 



From 1984 the Collection expanded to include the collection of the poet and arts patron, 

Edward James’. This included Surrealist and Modernist artworks by artists including Salvador 

Dali, René Magritte, Leonora Carrington, Pavel Tchelitchew, and Leonor Fini. There are a 

number of significant examples of Surrealist interior design, including the iconic Mae West 

Lips Sofa and the Lobster Telephone. 

 

About ‘Whose History? Rethinking the West Dean Collection’  

Whose Heritage? Rethinking the West Dean Collection is a research project set up to review 

the items from the Collection and Archive that represent the colonial history of the College. 

The project aims to develop new exhibitions and interpretation that address the current 

neutrality in the display of related artefacts. 

The project will actively engage members of the various communities represented in the 

Collection and the Archive and is conducted in consultation with heritage sector 

professionals. The project is actively interdisciplinary and seeks responses from areas that 

are currently supported by the College including arts, conservation, creative writing and 

making.  

 

Find out more  

https://www.westdean.org.uk/about/history-and-edward-james  

 

How to Apply 

Artists are invited to send proposals outlining how they wish to spend their time at West 

Dean College, how they would like to respond to the Whose Heritage? project, what facilities 

they require in order to fulfil their proposal, and any additional support needs they have. 

The application form is available to download on the Outside In website: 

https://outsidein.org.uk/  

Please submit your form via email to cornelia.marland@outsidein.org.uk or you can post it 

to: Cornelia Marland, Outside In, c/o Fabrica, 40 Duke Street, Brighton, BN1 1AG. 

Please note, artists can submit alternative formats. Please get in touch for details.   

 

Criteria  

This is the criteria that the selectors will be using when looking though applications.  

- Relevance and interest: does the application fit with the support we’re offering, the 

collections we’re highlighting and aims we’ve expressed? 

- Artistic development: Is there clear potential for the artist’s practice to develop by 

doing this project?  

- Personal development: How the artist can personally develop from this opportunity 

and support. Will the artist be challenged enough? Is it too much of a challenge? 
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- Commitment: Artist’s enthusiasm for the opportunity.  

- Research interest: Has the artist worked with collections before? Does their 

application speak to what we hope will be explored. 

 

Key dates and deadlines 

 Open Call deadline: Wednesday 1 July  

 Interview dates: Tuesday 7 and Thursday 9 July  

 Residency dates: The residency is available for one week between October and 

December 2020. Final dates to be decided in negotiation with the selected artist.  

 

Eligibility 

 Applicants must be 18 or over. 

 Residencies can only be awarded to individual artists, not collaborative groups.  

 Artists should be based in the UK 

 Artist should have an Outside In online gallery 

 

Important Information  

If you need help filling in the application form or would like an easy read version, please 

contact Outside In by  

Email: cornelia.marland@outsidein.org.uk  

Phone: 01273 381311 

Write to us: Outside In, Fabrica, 40 Duke Street, Brighton BN1 1AG 

 

*Outside In and West Dean College of Arts and Conservation are committed to providing 

fair and equal opportunities for all of its artists. In light of this, we will also consider 

applicant’s previous participation in Outside In activities to ensure everyone is given a fair 

opportunity to take part. 
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About Outside In  

Outside In is a catalyst for change. Founded in 2006, it is now an established national charity 

that aims to provide a platform for artists who face significant barriers to the art world due 

to health, disability, social circumstance or isolation. 

Outside In’s work covers three main areas: Artist development, exhibitions and training. 

These activities, supported by fundraising and communications, all aim to create a fairer art 

world by supporting artists, creating opportunities and influencing arts organisations. 

Website: www.outsidein.org.uk    Email address: info@outsidein.org.uk  

Social media: @outsidein_uk         Phone number: 01273 381 311  

 

About the College 

West Dean College of Arts and Conservation is an educational charity whose mission is to 

provide the highest quality education in arts and conservation. Alongside the academic 

provision, the College supports an annual programme of residencies designed to provide 

research and development opportunities to artists whilst enhancing the learning 

environment of the College. 

Website: www.westdean.org.uk/ 

Social media: @westdeancollege 
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