
West Dean College is committed to 
extending access to artistic opportunities 
to a more diverse range of people, 
currently under-represented here, to be 
a more inclusive and accessible learning 
environment. We have recently run two new 
initiatives to open up access at the College; 
a National Saturday Club for young people 
aged 13-16 and a project in partnership with 
charity ‘Outside In’ to enable artists who 
struggle to engage with the art world to 
develop their skills.

National Saturday Club
This scheme provides a framework for young 
people to spend time for free at Colleges and 
Universites, learning about subjects they love. 
We have joined them to launch a West Dean 
Saturday Art Club for children aged 13-16 
and the inaugural 10-week programme has 
opened access to our art and design courses 
to a younger age group for the first time.

 The Saturday Club is a brilliant 
opportunity for children to engage in  
art outside of the curriculum. It’s so  
crucial to their development that they  
can get more time exploring materials  
and using their imagination from  
which amazing creations can occur. 

Christopher Gilvan-Cartwright, Tutor.

We have worked with Chichester Free 
School initially, since they support a high 
number of disadvantaged pupils, and are 
keen to develop their art practice within 
school. We are actively fundraising to 
establish the Club as a permanent part of 
our arts programming.

https://saturday-club.org/

Outside In – Step up Exploring 
Collections Training

West Dean College also partnered with 
Outside In this year, to deliver a 16-week 
training and professional development 
programme for six artists who face barriers 
to the art world for reasons including health, 
disability, social circumstance or isolation. 
Focused on West Dean’s internationally 
significant art and cultural collection, the course 
provided participants with skills to research, 
respond to and interpret works of art.

Artists were encouraged to create their 
own personal responses to items from 
the West Dean Collection, such as a visual 
response, creative writing piece, audio 
work or film. The aim is for the artists to 
have gained research and interpretation 
skills, communication and interpersonal 
skills, confidence in their own practice 
through work in a new environment, 
and development of their portfolio. All 
this better equips them to take on active 
roles in the art world. It leaves a legacy for 
West Dean too, with new and creative 
interpretative responses which provide 
unique new perspectives on our collection.

This collaboration by West Dean College 
and Outside In was made possible by Arts 
Council funding.

The artists will be giving a talk about their work 
on 8 October at West Dean College. Visit 
westdean.org.uk/events to book your place.

https://outsidein.org.uk/

Already, some have 
secured prestigious 
positions in institutions 
such as the Royal 
Collection, Cambridge 
University Library and 
the Chicago Institute 
of Art, while others 
are pursuing residencies and internships 
to further develop their skills. We are 
immensely proud of their achievements and 
wish them all the very best for their future.

On Graduation Day we also announced 
the award of three new Honorary 
Fellowships; Professor Dawn Ades CBE 
FBA is a distinguished art historian 
and one of the foremost experts on 
surrealism; Dr Jonathan Ashley-Smith 
is former Head of Conservation at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum and an 
expert in his field; and Rebecca Salter RA 
is currently Keeper of the Royal Academy 
and an Artist specialising in Japanese 
Woodblock printing. We are honoured 
to have this warm association with such 
esteemed experts and are excited about 
the contributions they will make to the 
work of the College.

 With best wishes for a relaxing Summer,

Alex Barron 
CEO
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I’m writing to you at the 
very end of the academic 
year, having celebrated 
Graduation Day with more 
than 100 students from 
across the schools of Art 
and Conservation as they 
leave the College to begin 
their careers.  

Summer Term 2019

West Dean Summer Show, Emma Hurst, MA Fine Art, 2019

Opening up Access  
and Participation
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Oliver Cooke (Conservation & 
Restoration of Antique Clocks, 2007) 
joined The British Museum in 2007 as 
Assistant Curator in the Horological 
Section and in 2008 became their Curator 
of Horology.

Oliver’s primary role is to carry out the 
conservation of the clock movements, 
ensuring that the collection maintains a 
stable condition. He also deals with enquiries 
and visitors, assessing either their own 
items or those in the Museum collection, 
or assisting with any subject of a horological 
nature. Oliver also provides gallery talks.

Oliver is a member of the Antiquarian 
Horological Society (AHS), a Freeman of 
the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers 
and a member of the British Horological 
Institute (BHI).

Laurie Price (MA, Conservation Studies 
specialising in Metalwork, 2013) became 
Assistant Conservator of Engineering and 
Technology at the National Museum of 
Flight in Scotland and then moved on to the 
Whitchurch Silk Mill as their Mill Engineer 
and Conservator. Now, Laurie is a Heritage 
Skills Engineering Trainee at Ffestniog & 
Welsh Highlands Railway, the UK’s longest 
heritage railway.

Laurie was the BADA Joan Eyles Scholar in 
2012/13.

Thomas van Kampen (MA, Conservation 
Studies specialising in Furniture and Related 
Materials) graduated in 2017 along with 
fiancé Francesca Levey (MA, Conservation 
Studies specialising in Metalwork). In 
January 2019, after working as a Freelance 
Conservator at Bainbridge Conservation, 

Thomas was appointed as a Conservation 
Assistant at The Royal Household; 
meanwhile Francesca, who spent time as a 
Metalwork Technician at West Dean College 
and working self-employed, was welcomed 
as an Arms and Armour Conservator at The 
Royal Collection in Windsor.

Thomas was awarded the BADA Geoffrey 
Moss Prize in 2015/16 and was a recipient 
of funding from The Norton Folgate Trust in 
2016/17.

Francesca was a recipient of The Worshipful 
Company of Arts Scholars’ Prize and the 
Sidney Sanders Trust Prize in 2015/16. She also 
received funding from QEST (Queen Elizabeth 
Scholarship Trust) and was awarded the South 
Square Trust Scholarship in 2016/17.

What brought you to West Dean 
College?

I wanted to do a Masters Degree in Art. 
I researched other institutions but found 
that West Dean, really close to home, 
was what I was looking for. I was already a 
practicing artist when I started the course 
in 2017, but I felt trapped by the work I 
was producing; it had stopped being a 
creative process for me. The course has 
stretched me in every capacity, from the 
written work to the range of practices 
that I have been exposed to. The course is 
really run to a very high standard.

Tell us about your work.

When I started here I wanted to move 
away from painting, which is what I’d got 
stuck doing. I didn’t want to touch a canvas. 
I wanted to fully submerge myself in a 
creative field and so I focused on doing 
everything but painting and then came 
full circle back to painting but my work 
is so different now. One of the exciting 
discoveries I’ve made here is that being an 
artist doesn’t mean I do just one type of 
thing, create one type of art work.

Where do you draw your inspiration?

A lot of my inspiration comes from 
research, which is new to me since studying 
here. Working amongst other artists is 
really helpful, so too are the visiting tutors, 
especially the practicing artists. Also, 
studying at West Dean is absolutely unique, 
with its size, buildings and landscape.

Tell us about one of your projects.

When I started the Fine Art course at 
West Dean the freedom to not have to pick 
up a paintbrush was really quite a big step 
for me. I felt that I had completely freed 
myself from where I was before as an artist. 
I have fond memories of my first sculptural 
work here. My Cube installation in the 
Summer Exhibition last year, exceeded my 

expectations. It doesn’t happen very often 
but sometimes I do produce little gems.

What has bursary support  
meant to you?

It has enabled me to immerse myself in my 
study and in my practice. I feel honoured 
to have had the backing and support from 
a bursary. My development as an artist, the 
belief in me and my work makes me feel 
proud to be a recipient of bursary funding.

What would you say to anyone 
considering supporting a student 
bursary?

If you have the means and ability to fund 
a student, you can give them a great 
opportunity which can amount to self-
satisfaction and pride in seeing that student 
develop. Your gift is enabling that growth 
and creative possibility.

What are your plans for the future?

I want my interim show at the Summer 
Exhibition to have a real physical impact 
on viewers. That is a big ambition for 
me. Once that exhibition is complete I’ll 
be applying for residencies and talking 
to galleries to exhibit my work. My 
Dodecahedron sculpture will be part of the 
Arundel Festival this year, exhibited on the 
roundabout on the Chichester side of town.

Spotlight on... 
Emma Hurst, MA Fine Art 

Where are they now?...
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Emerging Professionals Student Conference
Sustainable, environmentally friendly, 
cost-efficient - West Dean’s second annual 
Conservation Conference Sustainable and 
Efficient: Challenges of Best Practice, held 
on 10 May 2019, focused on these issues 
at the forefront of contemporary thought 
and how Conservators are striving to meet 
these rising challenges of best practice in 
their field. 
The keynote address was given by Ylva 
Dahnsjo, a leading conservator and adviser 
for art and material culture, a founder 
member of the Institute of Conservation 
(Icon) and a fellow of the International 
Institute of Conservation (IIC). Her roles 
have included over three years as Head 
of Collections Conservation Services at 
National Trust Scotland. Ylva highlighted 
the many roles professional conservators 
have to perform, the different perceptions 
of sustainability and effectiveness and what 
conservators can do with them. Among 
the other speakers were Rachel Davis, 
BBC Archives; Jürgen Huber, The Wallace 
Collection; Erica D’Alessandro, Churchill 
Archives Centre and Peter Brown, Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History. 

The closing address was given by Leah 
Humenuck (Postgraduate Diploma in 
the Conservation of Books and Library 
Materials), one of the West Dean student 
team who organised the Conference. 
This annual event gives West Dean’s 
conservation students the opportunity 
to meet leading conservators and benefit 

at first-hand from their expertise. The 
latest knowledge, information and thinking 
they have received on sustainable, 
environmentally friendly and cost-efficient 
practices within conservation will be 
invaluable in their transition from students 
to the professional world.    

Preview 23 August 5-8pm, all welcome 
24 August - 4 September 2019, 10am - 5pm

The Edward James Studios,  
West Dean College of Arts and Conservation 

For the past couple of years Graham Murrell has been  
casting a discerning eye over West Dean Gardens and later 
within the house. 

In the Gardens, he has been drawn to photograph (using 
medium format film and traditional processes) the visual notes 
and chords that together comprise the wonderful composition 
created over the past 29 years.

In the house he has referred to its Surrealist past in homage to 
the movement supported and encouraged by Edward James.

This is a selling exhibition with all proceeds in support of the 
West Dean Gardens Glasshouse Appeal.  

Graham Murrell is former Head of Photography at  
Central St Martins College of Art. Read more about his work;  
www.grahammurrell.com

Graham Murrell Exhibition 

Rhythms and Riffs - Exhibition of Photographs 

Conservation students (L to R): Leah Humenuck, Books; Dale Sardeson, Clocks; Amy Walsh, Ceramics; Emily Cummins, Ceramics; 
Nayla Maaruf, Books; Kate Galatian, Ceramics; Sarah Keene-Stanley, Furniture; Shane Wiechnik, Furniture and Maria Borg, Books.
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For further information contact the Development Office:
Helen Saelensminde, Group Head of Fundraising - helen.saelensminde@westdean.org.uk
Jane Meechan, Development Manager - jane.meechan@westdean.org.uk
Hannah Langley, Individual Giving Manager - hannah.langley@westdean.org.uk
Ellie Foster, Fundraising Officer - ellie.foster@westdean.org.uk
Penny Sydenham, Merberships Officer - penny.sydenham@westdean.org.uk

West Dean College of Arts and Conservation, The Edward James Foundation, West Dean, Chichester, PO18 0QZ T. 01243 818265        westdean.org.uk

West Dean College and Gardens are part  
of The Edward James Foundation Ltd,  
a charitable company limited by guarantee.  
Company no. 6689362 Charity no. 1126084

What interested you in the Head 
Gardener role at West Dean?

West Dean is so well respected, it was 
always going to be a great challenge to the 
person who took the post to continue 
and develop its reputation into the future. 
Having been at Parham for a number of 
years and admired West Dean for a long 
time, I felt I could offer not only to preserve 
what makes this place so special but add 
some exciting features to this magical place. 

Can you give us some behind the scenes 
insight - since you started in May, what 
have you discovered about the Gardens 
that you didn’t know before?

The gardens are vast and for the team 
to manage not only the intricacies of the 
glasshouses and the skill and knowledge 
that the fruit and vegetables require, but 
also the wide ranging skills required to keep 
the grounds and Arboretum looking sharp 
takes great communication and respect for 
each other. I knew there was a strong team 

here but their dedication and hard working 
attitude has been remarkable. 

What are your plans for the Gardens?

Look out for dramatic and contemporary 
plantings around the College as the 
scaffolding disappears, along with vibrant 
seasonal displays in the Walled Garden. 
We’re also working on adding to the Fruit 
Collection – some very exciting plans afoot. 

What’s the Apple Store bookshop?

We have great ambition for the Gardens, 
and want to buy and grow exciting plants 
to create some great spectacles, but this 
requires funding. I also want to create a 
hub which adds to the way people interact 
with the Gardens. And so, outside of the 
fruit season, I want to turn the Apple Store 
into a second-hand bookshop. We hope 
to gather donations of books which relate 
to gardens and gardening, as well as arts 
and crafts and the skills associated with 
West Dean College. Visitors and students 
will be able to purchase these books in the 
Apple Store and know that the money they 
spend there will create a fund to support 
the maintenance and development of the 

amazing plant and flower displays you 
expect in West Dean Gardens.

We are nearing the end of the 
Glasshouse Restoration project, with 
just £28,500 left to raise. What will the 
completion of this project mean for the 
Gardens?

An opportunity to showcase a unique 
collection of plants. Not many gardens 
can boast figs, nectarines, tropical plants, 
pelargoniums, orchids, chillies, aubergines, 
tomatoes, grape vines, peaches, ferns and 
begonias grown to such a high standard. 
Thanks to the great generosity of Garden 
Friends, visitors and Trusts, we’ve restored 
almost all the Victorian Glasshouses and 
have really got something to be truly proud 
of; a set of historic glasshouses of national 
significance. 

The first Trainee Horticulturalist will 
be in post from September, generously 
funded by Garden Friends, visitors and 
supporters. What will their first few 
weeks in post entail?

Understanding the Gardens, learning the 
standards that we expect and spending 
lots of time with the team. The main thing 
is that we set the tone of a supportive 
and nurturing environment. Once they 
feel comfortable, they can help us achieve 
exciting things and become a competent 
gardener in their own right. They’ll be in 
post for two years, after which, they can 
spread their wings and go on to work in a 
new garden taking a bit of the West Dean 
approach with them.

Oak Tree for Notre Dame West Dean is among more than one 
hundred estates, who are members of 
Historic Houses, who have offered to 
donate oak trees for the restoration of the 
roof of Notre Dame Cathedral.  

The construction of the original roof 
in the twelfth century is estimated to 
have required 1,300 mature oaks. The 
contribution from the UK’s estates will 
provide just part of the total number of 
trees needed, but they hope the gesture will 
inspire others. The Oak trees chosen will be 
from sustainable forestry and ones already 
destined for use as commercial timber. 

The terrible tragedy of the fire at Notre 
Dame highlights how vital it is that 
institutions such as West Dean exist to 
provide excellence in conversation training 
and the skills needed to preserve the 
world’s built heritage and artefacts for the 
future. The Notre Dame Cathedral project 
will take many years and require a large 
team of craftspeople, conservators and 
restorers. There’s a good chance that some 
will be West Dean College alumni...  

Meet New Head Gardener, Tom Brown

West Dean’s most ancient Oak Tree


