
Alison Richmond, outgoing CEO of Icon is 
newly elected Trustee of The Edward James 
Foundation.  

Welcome to the team! What inspired 
you to join the board?
I have always been a huge admirer of what 
West Dean College has been doing in the 
field of conservation education and I am 
delighted to say that there has always been 
a very close relationship between Icon (the 
Institute of Conservation) and West Dean. I 
have really appreciated how supportive the 
College has been of the profession and how 
the College always sought our views when 
thinking about the future. Joining the Board 
felt like a natural progression in one way 
and in another it is a huge step to join the 
Trustees who are taking responsibility for the 
whole of the Foundation. I am honoured and 
enormously privileged to be in a position to 
support Alex and his fantastic team. 

What do you think is the biggest 
challenge for people looking for a 
career in the conservation sector?
I would say that the biggest challenge is 
financial. The current route into conservation 
is via a postgraduate degree. How do young 
people - particularly those whose parents 
may not be in a position to help - afford 

to pay for graduate and postgraduate 
education? There is an additional hurdle 
in conservation. It is recommended that 
graduates continue their learning on an 
internship in a real working environment. I 
am very glad to be able to say that we have 
virtually eradicated unpaid internships in our 
field. So it is a question of finding one of the 
funded training opportunities. When the 
graduate does find employment, like most 
other roles in the heritage sector, it will not 
be well paid, so this will be another obstacle 
to paying back a student loan.  

What role do you think West Dean 
College can play in supporting them?
It is wonderful that West Dean can offer 
bursaries to so many students and I would 
like to support the College to do even more. 
I think this is the only way that we can hope 
to attract students who are less well off, 
and ultimately diversify the profile of the 
conservation profession which is currently 
overwhelmingly white, female and middle 
class. 
There is another opportunity that is in 
development and for which West Dean 
has been in the vanguard - apprenticeships. 
The government will provide funding for 
training providers like West Dean to support 

apprentices. Of course, being able to access 
the opportunity depends on having a job in 
the first place, and there is a large group of 
employers who are supporting this initiative.

Tell us something about your interests.
My degrees are in art history and 
conservation and I am passionate about 
visual culture of all kinds. However, I 
also taught for many years, first in adult 
education and later higher education, 
and I am committed to helping people to 
engage with that culture – both to learn 
and to be inspired. I am very interested 
in the potential of this engagement to 
affect people’s wellbeing. One of my 
other roles is as a Trustee of Restoration 
Trust. This is an organisation that engages 
people with serious mental health issues 
with heritage. 
The benefits are 
measurable and 
are evidence of the 
immense potential 
of our material 
culture to improve 
our wellbeing, 
something I am 
sure Edward James 
would have agreed 
with! 

The year started with a record number 
of students studying on MA and degree 
programmes with 20% more students in 
the workshops than the previous year.    
Alongside our highest ever short course 
recruitment figures, it demonstrates the 
continuing demand for the teaching of high 

quality art, conservation and historic and 
contemporary craft skills. We’re determined 
to continue working with partners in the 
sector to advance these skills and it’s why 
I’m particularly delighted to announce the 
appointment of Alison Richmond, outgoing 
CEO of the Institute of Conservation, to  
our Board of Trustees who will do much  
to champion this work.  

With thanks as 
always, for your 
much valued 
support.

Alex Barron 
Chief Executive
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What made you choose West Dean 
College of Arts and Conservation?
I have always had an interest in making 
things at home. After A-levels, I’d always 
planned to study history at University, but 
during my sixth form I started thinking 
more about furniture restoration. I came 
across West Dean College while searching 
for courses on the UCAS website; it ticked 
all the boxes for me.  Nowhere else offers 
higher education conservation courses. 

What have been your highlight so far? 
During my first year on the Foundation 
Degree in Historic Craft Practices, I was 
the youngest student on the course and the 
only one with no previous furniture-making 
training.  I felt like I had some catching up to 
do so I often came back to the workshops 
in the evening to practice.  I learned a lot in 
my first year and was awarded a prize for 
excellent hand skills.
In year two, I chose to specialise in 
conservation and a real highlight was my 
four week work placement at The Royal 
Collection Trust.  It was an incredible 
experience which I will take with me 
throughout my career. I got to work on 
my own piece of furniture – a rare 1820’s 
cabinet bookcase from Buckingham Palace. 
The placement gave me good experience 
working with others, and taught me a lot 
about that organisation’s unique style of 
working. 

You’re now in your 3rd year at  
West Dean College, having moved 
on to the graduate diploma.  What 
are you working on? 
Right now, I’m working on a Royal Navy 
Verge, a special rod which has been 
used at coronations and state funerals 
since 1740, and which appeals to my 
interest in military history. I’ve also just 
started working on a heavily damaged 
early 18th Century French Boulle Clock 
case.  It’s a fascinating item to restore 
as it is very dilapidated and requires a 
lot of practical skill.  Later in the year, I’ll 
begin work to conserve an Anglo-Indian 
Sadeli box.  

What are your plans for the future? 
This summer I completed a work 
placement with The National Trust 
for Jersey, working with Historians, 
Architects, Conservators and 
Archaeologists to catalogue 1000 items 
from a 14th century traditional Jersey 
farmhouse.  As a result I’m thinking 
about further study options to open 
up the opportunity to work in heritage 
management across historic buildings 
and collections. 

Charles is the 2018/19 recipient of the 
BADA Joan Eyles Scholarship

Spotlight on... 
Charles Wilding (Graduate Diploma,  
Conservation of Furniture and Related Objects) 

Introducing new 
members of the 
academic team 

Janet Sinclair has been 
appointed as subject 
tutor on the Collections 
Care and Conservation 
Management MA. She 
knows the College well, 
having worked at West 

Dean as House Manager over ten years 
ago. Since then, she has worked at Stansted 
Park, Michelham Priory and most recently 
Petworth, as House and Collections Manager 
for the National Trust.  An art historian, 
curator and lecturer, Janet is excited to be 
back at the College providing students with 
the theoretical and practical knowledge 
necessary for a lead role in collections care 
and management within a historic house 
context.

Dr. Eric Nordgren is 
Metalwork Conservation 
Studies Co-ordinator.  
He brings over 20 years’ 
experience as a metals 
conservator working in 
museums, universities, 

heritage agencies and private practice in the 
UK, US and worldwide. He has conserved 
metal objects from Roman swords to 
components from an Enigma machine.  
Eric has a strong interest in the scientific 
understanding of metals, their properties 
and corrosion as they inform conservation.  
He is also the science liaison conservator 
supporting students in the use of the 
College’s analytical laboratory. 

Grant McCaig is 
Metalwork Historic Craft 
Practice Co-ordinator.  
An internationally 
recognised Silversmith and 
educator, his work is in 
several major collections 

including National Museums of Scotland, the 
Goldsmiths’ Company, Birmingham Museums 
& Art Gallery and Aberdeen Art Gallery. 
He has taught in Japan and Colombia, is a 
selector for Cockpit Arts and mentor for the 
Crafts Council.

Dr Mark Radcliffe joins 
us as Programme Leader 
in Creative Writing & 
Publishing, following 
Martine McDonagh’s 
three successful years 
establishing the course. 

Mark is the author of two novels and has 
a collection of short stories out next year. 
He is an award winning magazine columnist 
and has extensive teaching experience 
having held senior positions at Southampton, 
Brighton, Kings College and Sussex 
Universities. 
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The start of this academic year saw the 
announcement of Mary Hampton as the 
first ever Composer-in-Residence at West 
Dean College. This inaugural programme will 
enable her to use the experience to create 
a new body of chamber works inspired by 
the cultural legacy of Edward James’ life at 
West Dean, and the college’s programme of 
traditional crafts teaching.
Mary, who has deferred her studies in 
Historic Craft Practices (Metals) at West 
Dean College to pursue this opportunity, 
is a composer, lyricist, musician and singer.  
She was the recipient of the 2017 Paul 

Hamlyn Foundation Award for Composition 
which has enabled her to take up this 
opportunity to enjoy a period of professional 
development and support the creation of 
new music.
Under Mary’s direction, West Dean House 
is host to a seven-part series of live concerts 
throughout the 2018/19 academic year. 
The series, Salon Imaginaire, is inspired by 
Edward James’ contribution to art and music 
and will trace the creative lineage between 
artists he supported during his lifetime 
as well as uncovering some of the worlds 
created by music makers at work today. 

I am especially looking forward 
to curating the Salon Imaginaire 
series. It’s a unique chance to 
draw on James’s cultural legacy;  
his enthusiasm for bringing 
together experimental 
approaches and facilitating 
collaborations, and a great 
opportunity to trace the 
ongoing journey of Surrealist 
ideas through the work of 
music-makers at work today.    

Mary Hampton

The series has included performances by 
Mary Hampton, Terence Allbright and 
Angela Zanders, C Joynes, Collectress, Sonic 
Pleasure, Hamilton Yarns and David Thomas 
Broughton. 

Salon Imaginaire #4 will take place on 
Thursday 31st January.  
Visit westdean.org.uk/events to book 

Salon Imaginaire is supported by PRS 
Foundation’s The Open Fund. PRS Foundation 
invest in the future of music by supporting talent 
development and new music across the UK.

Alumni - where are  
they now? 
Franciszek de Sage (Graduate Diploma in 
Conservation and Restoration of Furniture & 
Decorative Arts, 2014) became a Furniture 
Restorer at Ronald Phillips Ltd in London 
in October 2014; one of the leading fine 
English antique dealers in the world.  He 
is also a freelance journalist for Furniture 
& Cabinetmaking Magazine, the only 
woodworking magazine focused exclusively 
on fine furniture making.

Franciszek was the recipient of The Ernest 
Cook Trust Scholarship in 2012/13 and The Arts 
Society Patricia Fay Memorial Fund scholarship 
in 2013/14.

Sophie Croft (MA, Conservation 
specialising in Ceramics & Related Materials, 
2017) undertook a six-week work placement 
at the Marlborough House Workshops of 
the Royal Collection during her final year of 
study at West Dean. In January 2018 Sophie 
became the Conservation Intern for the 
Royal Collection Trust.

Sophie was the BADA Joan Eyles Scholar in 
2015/16. In 2016/17 she was a recipient of 
the PF Charitable Trust Scholarship and was 
awarded the Worshipful Company of Arts 
Scholars’ Prize. Sophie is also an Anna Plowden 
Scholar.

Laura Luna Castillo (MA Visual 
Arts,2017) and Jonathan Turner-Bishop 
(MA Conservation specialising in Clocks, 
2017) were selected in collaboration, for 
a fully-funded, ten-week Kamiyama Artist 

Residency in Japan - KAIR 2018 - which 
took place this Autumn. Laura and Jonathan 
developed site-specific installations in 
Kamiyama that combined Jonathan’s 
knowledge of clock-making with Laura’s 
inventive sculptural practice incorporating 
the use of motors, servos, Arduinos, material 
objects and kinetic flourishes. 

Jonathan received the Sidney Sanders Trust 
Scholarship in 2016/17 and is an Anna 
Plowden Scholar.

Composer in Residence - Mary Hampton

Very English, very unusual, 
and proof that if you want 
to make art, you just have 
to ignore debilitating forces 
and get on with it.  

The Times on Mary Hampton

Laura Luna Castilo / Jonathan Turner Bishop  
(Mexico/U.K). Kamiyama Artist in Residence 2018

http://www.westdean.org.uk/events
http://www.prsfoundation.com


Autumn Term 2018/19

4

For further information contact the Development Office:
Helen Saelensminde, Group Head of Fundraising - helen.saelensminde@westdean.org.uk
Jane Meechan, Development Manager - jane.meechan@westdean.org.uk
Hannah Langley, Individual Giving Manager - hannah.langley@westdean.org.uk
Ellie Foster, Fundraising Officer - ellie.foster@westdean.org.uk

West Dean College of Arts and Conservation, The Edward James Foundation, West Dean, Chichester, PO18 0QZ T. 01243 818265       westdean.org.uk

West Dean College and Gardens are part of   
The Edward James Foundation Ltd,  
a charitable company limited by guarantee.  
Company no. 6689362 Charity no. 1126084

Impact 2017-18 – at a glance

7077  
STUDENTS

FUNDRAISING INCOME - £544,478

4 2

HOW WE RAISED IT HOW WE SPENT IT

12 CREATIVE WRITERS

COURSES IN RARE OR  
UNUSUAL CRAFTS,  
INCLUDING PAPER-MARBLING, 
LETTER-CUTTING AND GILDING 
WHICH ALL APPEAR ON THE 
ENDANGERED CRAFTS LIST  

25
ARTISTS & MAKERS 

6 MUSICAL
INSTRUMENT 
MAKERS

TEACHERS RECEIVED SHORT 
COURSE BURSARIES TO TAKE SKILLS 
BACK TO THEIR OWN PUPILS

STUDYING ON A DEGREE  
OR DIPLOMA PROGRAMME SHORT COURSES

 Friends  

 Individuals 

 Trusts and Foundations

 Statutory funders

 Scholarships and bursaries

 Educational projects and equipment 

 Historic buildings and environment

 Our community

 General charitable activities

STUDENTS GAINED PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING IN 
BUILDINGS, HISTORIC OBJECTS AND 
MATERIALS CONSERVATION347

85,000 VISITORS TO OUR HISTORIC GARDENS
6 HISTORIC BUILDING CONSERVED IN OUR GROUNDS

historic object 
conservators

HISTORIC 
CRAFT  
MAKERS

https://heritagecrafts.org.uk/redlist/



