
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08407: INTRODUCTION TO ABSTRACT PAINTING 

 
Tutor: ROBERT SOSNER 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER – SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn about abstraction and discover the answers to key questions such as: How to start an abstract 
painting? How to build your work once you have made a start? What are the different ways of making 
an abstract painting? 
 
You will be guided through a series of practical exercises using line, colour, shape, frottage, resist 
techniques and collage.  You will learn how to edit and develop your work to achieve surprising and 
exciting results. 
 
The focus will be on expressive abstraction and there will be short talks showing various types of 
abstract painting using historical and contemporary examples. 
 
At the end of the course you will have gained an insight into the diversity of expression that this type of 
painting offers.  You will have some tools that will enable you to make and develop your own work 
after the course, and you will start to look at abstraction in a more informed way. 
 
There will be group and individual tuition throughout. 
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE  
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Have fun and experiment. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Robert Sosner is a painter who trained at Chelsea School of Art and Middlesex University.  He has 
received bursaries from the Pollock Krasner Foundation in New York and the Spanish Government.  
Robert has worked on numerous site-specific commissions with architects and produced a series of 
projected paintings for an Operatic production at the Riverside Studios in Hammersmith.  Recently he 
had a solo show in Brighton, curated by John Marchant Gallery. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 14 December 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Introductions, a practical exercise.  
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Other days: Saturday 15 December 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 16 December 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Canvases  
Graphite pencils – 2B and 2H 
Brushes – various sizes 
Acrylic Paint 
Palette 
Paper 12 sheets – A3 to A1 
A4 sketchbook 
Oil pastels 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Empty jam jars  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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