
 
 

 

OBJECT AND MATERIALS CONSERVATION 

COLLECTIONS CARE AND CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT 

LIGHTING FOR CONSERVATION AND ACCESS 

M1D08663  4 OCTOBER 2018 (1 day course) 
 

This one-day workshop will explore the 

dilemma facing those responsible for 

collections which are sensitive to light – 

that good display and access to the 

collections requires that they be well lit, 

while longer-term preservation may 

necessitate lower light levels or shorter 

periods on display. Participants will learn 

about the ways in which light affects 

different materials and how objects are 

classified according to their vulnerability. 

The course will also explore how the level 

and type of light provided in displays affects 

our ability to see objects. Strategies for 

minimising damage while maximising 

visibility will be presented, and the 

workshop will conclude by looking at the 

development of policy and practice that 

balance access and preservation. 

 

 

 

 

Course Leader 

David Saunders received his DPhil in 

chemistry before joining the National 

Gallery, London in 1985. From 2005–2015 

he was Keeper of the Department of 

Conservation and Scientific Research at the 

British Museum, where he is now an 

honorary research fellow. He is a visiting 

professor at the Institute for Sustainable 

Heritage, University College London. He 

was a guest scholar the Getty 

Conservation Institute in 2015-2016, 

researching a book on museum lighting for 

conservators and curators. He returned 

the Getty Research Institute and the 

Waddesdon Archive at Waddesdon Manor 

in 2017 as the inaugural Getty/Rothschild 

Fellow. In 2018 he is Judith Praska Visiting 

Professor at the Conservation Center, 

Institute of Fine Arts, New York 

University. 

 

 
 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME 
 
Morning 
 

09.00 Course begins 

 

• Conservation vs access: the conservators’ Catch-22 

• Light, radiation, human vision and colour 

• Measuring light and ultraviolet radiation 

• Damage to collections: assessing and ranking vulnerability 

• Light and the viewer / visitor  

 

Afternoon  

 

• Balancing visibility and preservation 

• Tools for preservation: minimizing exposure and maximizing use 



• Logging, dosimetry, light budgets and light surveys  

• Light survey exercise  

• Developing lighting strategies and policy 

 

17.00 Course ends 
 

Non-residential course fee:  £153 

 

 

HOW TO BOOK 
 

Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a 

deposit for each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further 

details you will need for your visit, including the course details and your final payment slip. 
Travel instructions will be sent to all students. 

For further information about the course, please contact the Course Organiser: 

cpd@westdean.org.uk or +44 (0) 1243 818219. 

For further information about booking, please telephone the Bookings Office:  +44 (0)1243 

818300. 

Website:  www.westdean.org.uk 
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