
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SWE08506:  EXPRESSIVE CALLIGRAPHY, WRITING AND LETTERING WITH A QUILL 
 
Tutor:    SUSAN HUFTON 
 
Dates:    WEEKEND  FRIDAY 8 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
‘This is what the act of writing is about!’ exclaim many people who pick up a quill after struggling with a 
metal nib. The quill is a route to the freedom of writing with a natural and traditional tool that can be 
infinitely and personally adapted. The quill is a traditional tool for artists too, there is no machine-made 
tool that offers the sensitivity, flexibility and infinite variety that a quill does. Van Gogh used a quill for a 
significant number of his drawings, finding it an intuitive and expressive tool, responding with vitality to 
the pressure of the hand and the life of the surface. 
 
The sourcing, curing and cutting of quills on your own can be daunting. This course gives you time to 
learn and practice the process of quill-curing and cutting, honing your skills with the methods and tools 
needed and supporting you to develop your practice and set you on your way to using the quill as your 
primary writing and drawing tool. The process of curing the quills will be carried out and you will 
prepare a number of quills for yourself ready for cutting.  We will use a variety of knives and cutting 
tools to then shape the quills for use as drawing or writing pens 
 
You will experiment with using the quill on various papers to discover which works best for you. Time 
will be spent on trying inks and paints for using the quills and, if desired, producing a small piece of work. 
 
On the first evening, quills will be prepared and put to soak prior to curing.  There will be an 
introduction to the other tools and materials we will be using. The tutor will show slides of the making 
of vellum and examples of work done with a quill on vellum, including the Saint John’s Bible. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL  
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Susan Hufton studied calligraphy at Roehampton for four years before working as a freelance calligrapher 
and letter-carver.  From 2001-2007 she taught calligraphy and bookbinding on the certificate and 
diploma courses at Roehampton ending up as course leader until the closure of the courses.  She then 
taught calligraphy on Sunderland University's Foundation Degree in Calligraphy with Design at 
Kensington Palace and has also taught calligraphy workshops around the world.  Her book, Calligraphy 
Step-by-Step was published in 1996 and although out of print now, is still sought after. From 2001-2005 
she was one of a small team of Scribes for the Saint John's Bible, Minnesota.  
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Friday 8 February 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
   See above for information about the first evening. 
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Other days: Saturday 9 February 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 10 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
In the weeks and days before the course, if you live near a river or the beach, it would be ideal if you 
can collect some quills, goose and swan are best but others can be used. Not all feathers are suitable 
only the flight feathers, which are the biggest ones with a long barrel between the start of the feathered 
area and the tip that was attached to the bird. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A range of good papers e.g. Rives BFK, Somerset and other printmaking papers 
Ink, paint, watercolours and gouache 
Inkstones and inksticks 
Sanding blocks and paper 
Dust masks 
Scalpels with curved blades 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Quills and sandarac 
Vellum (to sample – if required) 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
A quill knife – may be ordered from the tutor in advance, cost £50 (please email her via the 
bookingsoffice@westdean.org.uk).  These are specially made and shaped knives with strong blades that 
cut in a specific way and are best to use for cutting quills. Or you can bring a sharp penknife that you 
think may be suitable. Scalpels can be used but the blades may snap.  
Quills if you have any – flight feathers of swan, goose  
Vellum, if you have any and wish to try writing on it (manuscript not bookbinding) 
An old plastic ruler/set square (or hard piece of plastic) 
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Please bring continued: 
Pair cotton gloves 
Apron/old shirt 
An old dessert spoon 
Brushes and palettes for mixing paints and inks 
Additional magnification such as a free-standing magnifying glass or over the head magnifiers (some can 
be borrowed during the course)  
A small crochet hook if you have one 
An old saucer  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence. There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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