
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S4D08535: SLIP CAST DRAWINGS AND PLASTER PRINTS 
 
Tutor:  JOANNA VEEVERS 
 
Dates:  4 DAYS  MONDAY 18 FEBRUARY – FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY 
 
 

DRAWING WEEK 
 

This course is part of a themed drawing week. All six courses start on Monday evening and finish on 
Friday afternoon. You are encouraged to engage with those on other courses, including attending tutor 
talks, a swapover session, and visiting different course studios.  
 

On Tuesday evening tutors will be giving brief presentations on their practice, 7.45–8.45pm. 
 

Thursday morning, 9am to 10.30am, will be a swapover session where you can sign up to a different 
course subject and explore different materials and technique.  
 

Plans are in progress for a drawing seminar on the day your course starts, Monday 18th February.  Please 
check our website for further details in the autumn.  
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course is about exploring drawing and mark-making using plaster and slips (liquid clays), and you 
can expect to create ceramic wall pieces as well as works on paper.  The emphasis will be on line, 
surface qualities, texture and pattern through observations of the visual qualities of winter landscapes.  It 
is about exploring a subject in combination with the character of the materials and techniques and your 
starting point will be location drawing, on both paper and plaster surfaces, in the grounds and gardens at 
West Dean, to kick start and inform your plaster drawings and ceramic casts. 
 
You will initially make smooth plaster blocks to carve and draw into to create moulds for your slip cast 
drawings, exploring different types of mark making using a range of tools and implements.  The process 
has strong associations with both intaglio and relief printmaking.  You will cast your drawings in semi 
porcelain to make wall pieces as well as experiment with paper clay casting. The technique and materials 
give scope for very delicate and finely detailed drawings to larger rougher outcomes. 
 
Plaster drawing moulds serve as the vehicle to transfer drawings to clay through the casting process and 
can also exist as interesting works in their own right.  The drawings carved into the plaster can also be 
used as blocks to make fine black and white prints using oil-based inks on Japanese paper, resembling 
wood cuts and lino prints and capable of communicating very fine graphic detail. 
 
Initially you will follow very structured teaching through specific exercises which can gradually give way 
to more individual explorations with tutor support and guidance. This course is suitable for students of 
all levels with an interest in drawing and mark making and to students working within the disciplines of 
ceramics, textiles, glass and metals and any area concerned with surfaces. 
 
Ceramic drawings will be fired for collection after the course. 
 
LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
You need to have enough hand strength to draw into plaster blocks. 
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ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Joanna  Veevers trained in printed textiles followed by a ceramics MA from the RCA. Over the past 30 
years, her career has involved making work to commission and for exhibitions, projects in education and 
part-time lecturing. Surfaces, 2D design, drawing, printing and making, are her primary preoccupations 
within her own practice and her teaching. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 18 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Introduction to course with examples. Engaging in some initial drawing and 
mark making. 

 

Other days: Tuesday 19 to Thursday 21 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start (OnThursday at 9am Swapover session.) 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
Upto 10pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
  (On the Tuesday evening there will be tutor talks.) 
 

Departure day: Friday 22 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Students can bring sketch books and examples of their work if they wish but this is not essential. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Most materials required for the specific project set by the tutor or shared by the group including paper, 
printing ink, ceramic colours, casting slip, clay, potters plaster and firing costs – large work in size and 
quantity may be charged extra. 
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Available from the Shop: 
Paint brushes 
Lino or wood cutting tools (which can be used for carving into plaster so are likely to be made blunt so 
the replacable blades and handle are best). 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Additional ceramic colours and extra casting slip for work of a quantity that exceeds what is included in 
the course fee. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A range of paint brushes, pencils and general art kit if you have it, otherwise essential items can be 
purchased from the shop on the first day. 
 
PLEASE BRING A CARD WITH YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS WITH YOU (or a stamped, 
self-addressed postcard) if you wish to leave your work at the College for glazing and firing, so that we 
can let you know when your pieces are ready for collection.  
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for six months from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard or email. 
 

Firing and glazing of raw, finished pieces:  Students normally have three options at the end of the course: 
 

1 Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic glazing 
and re-firing by the College, for collection at a later date.   

 

2 Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College.  They may then book a 
place on a Glazing Day – the details and fee are advertised in the short course programme – 
and learn how to glaze their work themselves.  This work will be re-fired and available for 
collection at a later date.  (There is no further charge for the glazing materials if you choose to 
book a glazing day.) 

 

3 Students are free to take away their unfired pots for firing and glazing elsewhere. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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