
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08605: LANDSCAPE DRAWING WITH CHARCOAL AND PASTEL 
 
Tutor: KATE BOUCHER 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 17 MARCH – FRIDAY 22 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Develop skills in representing landscape with the versatile and expressive media of soft pastel and 
charcoal.  Working from direct observation and from your own photographs, make quick responsive 
studies.  Experiment with various ways of applying the media, on different surfaces, to create dynamic 
landscape drawings. 
 
On the first evening, there will be a demonstration after which you will go on a short, gentle walk in the 
college grounds, to take experimental photographs (iphone, ipad, camera) at twilight. These will be used 
as source material during your course, in addition to those you bring with you. 
 
Day one will start with the tutor talking through her working process, studio set up, research material 
and showing examples of original work including large scale pieces.  Then you will begin with simple 
drawing excercises and experiments with both charcoal and pastel. 
 
Then across the five days, through a series of technique demonstrations, drawing exercises, one-to-one 
and group discussions, you will learn techniques to explore the particular qualities of pastel and charcoal. 
You will develop skills with the media that will give you a toolbox of techniques to refer to so that you 
will be able to represent landscape from photographs and from life. You will explore various paper 
types and surfaces and have the opportunity to work on a larger scale (A1).  You will also work on the 
table top, easle and at the wall to explore how these different ways of working affect your drawings.  
 
By the end of the course you can expect to have developed an understanding of and confidence with, 
the particular qualities of charcoal and pastel to represent landscape in evocative and interesting ways. 
You will have produced a series of quick studies and more resolved drawings of differing sizes and 
gained an understanding of how to work up a ‘finished’ piece. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED  
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
You should be willing to experiment and to see creating a work as a process of developing ideas, rather 
than a fixed outcome. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Kate Boucher is an experienced and inspirational tutor specialising in building students’ creative 
confidence in a supportive teaching environment.  She studied at Chelsea School of Art, was the 
Edward James Foundation Scholar in 2015 and graduated with distinction in 2016, as a Master of Fine 
Art from West Dean College and is a QEST Scholar.  In 2017 Kate’s work was exhibited alongside 
David Nash RA, Alice Kettle and Tai Shan Schierenberg in Good Nature at Candida Stevens Gallery, her 
work is held in a number of private collections.  Kate is currently studying for a practice-based PhD for 
which she was awarded a full scholarship. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 17 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

After an initial demonstration students and tutor will go on a short, gentle walk 
in the college grounds to take experimental photographs (iphone, ipad, camera) 
at twilight to use as source material during the course.  

 

Other days: Monday 18 to Thursday 21 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 22 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring a variety of landscape photographs, that you have taken, not from magazines etc. Please print 
them rather than work from a screen. They don’t have to be brilliant photographs, they can be a bit 
blurred or out of focus. They will act as starting points and memory aids rather than to be faithfully 
copied. It would assist the tutor to understand what inspires you if you bring along an example of an 
artists work you admire, it doesn’t have to be a landscape artist. it would be helpful if you print this out. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Small set of basic mixed colour pastels  
Schmincke pastels: 1 x crimson, 1 x yellow ochre, 1 x prussian blue 
1 x HB conte  
2 x A1, 160gsm Arborita off white paper 
2 x A1, 180gsm white cartridge paper 
1 x A1, 100gsm white cartridge paper 
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Available from the Shop continued: 
1 x plastic rubber 
Wide masking tape  
Fixative 
Drawing rags 
A6 or A5 sketchbook – not ring bound 
Willow Charcoal box of mixed sizes 
Black compressed charcoal  
Pad of A3 smooth cartridge white or off white 
Khadi paper – no bigger than A3 at first  
Masking tape (not low tac) 
Pencil (H or HB) 
Clean, soft paint brush – can be a decorating brush (for brushing away dust and rubber crumbs) 
Ruler 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Charcoal Chunk (soft, compressed charcoal) 
Wildwood Artists Hazel wood charcoal  
Unsweetened soya milk  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Apron or working clothes 
Camera, smartphone, ipad etc and leads to charge/upload 
Butter knife/letter opener/plastic knife (not sharp knives) 
Small spray bottle, atomiser, mister – like those in travel bottle sections for spraying water. Not plant 
sprayer as the water droplets would be too large 
Fabric rags, cotton/polycotton, t-shirt material etc about handkerchief size 
ScotchBlue 3M Masking tape, wide (36mm) 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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