
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08451: CHAIRMAKING – MAKE A TRADITIONAL SUSSEX CHAIR 
 

Tutor: MERVYN MEWIS 
 

Dates:     5 DAYS  SUNDAY 13 JANUARY – FRIDAY 18 JANUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Create a beautiful traditional four-legged post and rung side chair with a woven seat, from fresh cut 
hardwood species.  Experience the processes involved using a minimum of historic tools and techniques, 
including the choosing and cleaving of suitable logs, shaping components with traditional drawknives and 
drawhorse, and others with a woodturning power lathe, steaming, bending, drying and assembling to 
form your chair. Some pre-made dry component parts will be supplied. 
 

Aims of the course are for students to have an enjoyable experience, working as a team with other 
participants to each complete your chair project.  You can expect to receive sufficient information to be 
able to continue woodworking afterwards with your new or reconditioned skills.  The objectives of the 
course are to complete a post and rung chair, to experience the processes and to understand the 
methods of basic chair design and making.   
 

The final day spent weaving the chair seating using seagrass (possibly Danish cord) fitting wadding and 
finalising anything required.  
 

The learning outcomes include understanding how to source raw materials for requirements, new tool-
skills (or revisiting and practicing) and safe and efficient ways of working suitable materials for chair-
making projects. 
 

Please note that some evening work will be necessary on this course to complete the chairs, this will be 
undertaken collectively. 
 

LEVEL BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE   
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Students should be keen to engage with the techniques. This is quite a physical course with periods of 
repetition requiring reasonable hand-eye coordination.  Full body mobility will be needed for lathe work 
and for sitting at drawhorses using sharp hand tools.  Working as part of a team will help everyone 
complete their project efficiently and safely.  
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Mervyn Mewis has almost twenty years specialist interest in combining woodland conservation 
management with traditional woodworking.  He studied countryside management at Merrist Wood, 
Surrey and at Birkbeck University.  He has made a study and career from traditional and historical methods 
of utilising locally sourced timber from woodland conservation projects.  He enjoys working with others 
to regenerate woodlands to increase and broaden species diversity and works from Green Wood Works, 
in Surrey.  He is also a traditional chair-making and woodworking course provider and demonstrator. 
 
 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Sunday 13 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
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First evening continued: Sunday 13 January 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Following on after dinner we will meet for introduction to the course and the 
chair design we will be working on together during the week.   
Introduction to the format and methods of bringing conservation woodlands, 
locally sourced timbers and historical ways of working wood with simple tools 
and techniques will be explored. 
Slides will be used to help illustrate the concepts, and all will be encouraged to 
discuss the proceedings. 
Initial briefing on Health and Safety requirements and some of the ways we will 
be working together. 

 

Other days: Monday 14 to Thursday 17 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 18 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Students may like to do some basic research into chairs and their intended uses, the history of design 
and the complex and intriguing variety of change through history. A picture of a favourite or interesting 
chair or other piece of furniture could help promoting discussion during the course. This is suggested to 
for interest, not essential. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Freshly cut greenwood billets of hardwood for exploring and creating the necessary component parts.  
Prepared and dried component parts in locally sourced hardwood species, oak, sweet chestnut or ash as 
availability allows.  All specialist tools and equipment for use on this course provided. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A broad range of sandpapers, brushes and some finishes if required. 
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Available from the tutor: 
Fresh cut hardwood billets and component parts, should anyone like to continue or add to their work. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Your own drawknife, drawhorse, spokeshave, cabinet scraper, wood rasps or files if you have a favourite 
you like to use (these are also supplied for use during the course, it is not essential to bring them)  
Adequate layered clothing  
Stout covered footwear is essential for workshop use 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor will instruct students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Please note that tutor 
supervision is required at all times when students work in this workshop.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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