
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D08607: MAGIC CARPETS AND RICHLY COLOURED HAND-ROLLED FELT 
 

Tutor: VICTORIA BROWN 
 

Dates: 3 DAYS  MONDAY 18 MARCH – THURSDAY 21 MARCH 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

In this workshop you are invited to explore multi-layered colour and pattern in wool felt to make a 
double-sided wall hanging.  Felt has a long and ancient history of being used for carpets and wall 
hangings – dating back 2000 years.  You will explore how you can make your own thick hand rolled felt 
using traditional nomadic technics, using vivid and richly dyed wool fibres to design and create your own 
felt wall or door hanging or even a small magic carpet that looks great whichever side is up. The felt can 
be embellished with felt balls, fringes and tassels to complete the work. 
 

Over the three days of the workshop students will: 

 Explore how to develop design ideas with paper collage. 

 Learn how to lay colour and pattern in lose fibre.  

 Learn different ways of making felt and fulling the fabric. 

 Explore how to use colour and combine colour that works through all the layers of the felt. 

 Explore how to develop colour, pattern and design through samples. 

 Experiment and  make larger thicker and double sided felt.  

 Investigate different ways to finish the edges of felt. 

 Make a finished piece of work to take home. 
 

The emphasis of this workshop is to allow the student to develop and articulate their own style, 
developed from working directly with colour and pattern in wool and hand rolled felt.  At the end of 
the workshop students will have some paper collage designs, a number of smaller pieces of felt samples, 
and a finished piece for a wall, door or floor. 
 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course?  
Reasonably fit to carry water and lift and manipulate a large piece of wet felt. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Victoria Brown has been making felt since 1982 and has been cited as one of the pioneers of feltmaking 
in England.  She trained at Goldsmiths College, London College of Fashion and RCA.  Her practice is to 
make robust quite thick felt that is steeped in colour; it explores how colour and pattern embedded in 
the body of the fabric rests like a bloom on the surface.  Her felt wall works work has been exhibited 
widely in England and Europe. Her hand rolled felt hats have been shown alongside Philip Treacy and 
Vivienne Westwood across the world.  She has exhibited her work from Philadelphia to Kirgizstan, has 
work in the V&A fashion collection and written two books.   
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 18 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Monday 18 March 
 

7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the 1st evening  we will make a small piece of felt look at samples and 
discuss ideas. 

 

Other days: Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Thursday 21 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Design and colour inspiration in the form of sketches collected images and colour swatches 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
All dyed wool tops (approx. 750 gm of wool) and soap  
Tissue paper, pritt stick and brusho inks for collage 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor will bring extra wool that can be purchased at cost. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A hand towel to dry your hands. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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