
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08338: WATER GILDING – A DECORATIVE PASTIGLIA BOX 
 

Tutor: JUDY WETHERALL 
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 16 NOVEMBER – MONDAY 19 NOVEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

This course is designed to add to your previous experience with gesso-work and loose-leaf gilding, and 
will further your practice using traditional and creative techniques for loose-leaf water gilding. It covers 
techniques to prepare and water-gild a cabochons-encrusted box using raised gesso ‘pastiglia’, and semi-
precious gems to produce a unique modern twist on a medieval craft. 
 

A small box will be provided for you to embellish, and a selection of cabochons (flat-bottomed glass or 
semi-precious gems) which you can choose for your design.    
 

Further tooled gesso-work textures, including punchwork and scribing, will be introduced, and can be 
applied in as traditional or creative ways as you choose! 
 

You will prepare and water-gild the box, and finish it to reveal the trapped stones and rich textures you 
will have made. We will be using 14th and 15th century techniques in new ways, so come prepared to 
experiment and discover new applications for your practice.  
 

You will leave with a beautiful ‘Pastiglia’ gem-encrusted, water-gilded box, and a lot more knowledge 
and experience of historic gilding techniques and their applications. Your test samples may turn into 
gems of their own, too…  
 

The course is delivered with practical application at the bench following demonstrations and short talks, 
including DVDs and power points for ideas.  Group and individual tuition allows for all levels of 
application, whether traditional or more creative in use. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Judy Wetherall trained at Brighton University and the City & Guilds of London Art School.  She also 
studied in Italy and Germany, and is a Churchill Fellow. A lecturer, practitioner and accredited freelance 
conservator in gilding and the decorative arts, Judy has run her conservation studio for over 40 years.  In 
2015 she won the Lord Balfour of Burleigh Radcliffe Prize for excellence in craftsmanship.  Judy has 
recently worked at the National Trust’s Conservation Studio at Knole.  She is passionate about gilding 
and period paint, and her life’s work has been to explore, experience and pass-on her knowledge and 
enthusiasm for the craft and its art. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 16 November 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
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Other days: Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 November 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Monday 19 November 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
You are encouraged to bring ideas of designs. There will also be designs available from books in the College 
Library, or bring your own sketchbook ideas, pictures or similar if you have them. This is not obligatory!  
 

It is essential to bring the following: 
1 or 2 lidded glass jars (baby food size or similar) 
Kitchen towel or similar packing material 
Stick of lip salve or small pot of Vaseline 
Flat Stick (or small wooden spoon) 
Cotton wool 
Scissors  
Overall/apron 
2 Old mugs 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee:   
The cost of one wooden box; a small selection of 8 cabochons; MDF sample boards; some gilding 
materials, gesso, glue, bole and gilding tools (excluding gold leaf) used by the group as a whole.  
 

The following are supplied for use during the course:  
Gesso made by the tutor prior to the course  
Round ox hair brush or nylon No. 8 or 6 
½" Flat nylon or ox hair brush 
Flat hog hair brush S40 ½" 
No 1 or 2 round sable brush 
Round pony hair or squirrel No 8 
'Tiranti' filling spatula No. 46 
Plastic syringe for gesso application 
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PLEASE NOTE: The College will supply each student with a kit of brushes and gilding tools for use only 
during the course (see page 2) but students may wish to use their own if they prefer.  Please contact 
the tutor for advice prior to the course if requested. 
 
GOLD LEAF IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE COURSE FEE 
Whilst the College Shop does stock gold leaf, you may prefer to buy your own gold prior to the course. 
If so, ensure it is loose-leaf beaten gold (not transfer gold leaf, or Dutch metal).  One book should 
suffice.  Store it flat, dry and not under pressure.  Any colour or carat will do – as long as it is loose-leaf 
gold! 
 
The items below will be available in the shop, please bring any you may also have – they are not all 
obligatory: 
Books of loose-leaf gold, around £28 per 25-leaf book (prices vary – one book may suffice)  
Books of white gold leaf (prices vary – should cost less than gold) 
A small selection of additional cabochon stones 
Further MDF sample boards, if you have any  
A limited selection of gilding tools and equipment 
Abrasive papers: silicone carbide 180, 320 (one sheet of each) 
Pencil 
Brushes: No 1 sable round; No 4 nylon round; No 8 pony or squirrel round; ½” flat nylon brush 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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