
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08370:  TAPESTRY WEAVING – INTO THE THIRD DIMENSION 
 

Tutor:  FIONA HUTCHISON 
 

Dates:  LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER – SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

This course will introduce you to the creative potential of three-dimensional tapestry weaving.  For 
intermediate or advanced weavers, you will experiment with a range of techniques to explore the 
structure of tapestry. 
 

We will start by taking inspiration from some of the tapestry and fibre artists of the 60s and 70s who 
pushed the boundaries of tapestry weaving, constructing some challenging and innovative work. We will 
examine their materials and techniques as well as their sculptural approach. 
 

The aim of the workshop is to encourage you to be experimental and challenge the traditional 
approach to weaving.  You will learn how to think through and plan your tapestry experiments before 
going on to look at different ways of warping your loom.  You will have the opportunity to experiment 
with a range of techniques which play with the structure of tapestry weaving: creating slits and holes, 
pulling and distorting both warp and weft, adding extra warps, weaving shaped tapestry or creating a 
tapestry vessel.  We will also consider how these structures will be finished and presented. 
 

Students will be encouraged to develop samples relating to their interests and personal line of enquiry 
which will be supported by tutor’s samples, demonstrations, discussions and visual materials.  By the end 
of the workshop you should expect to have completed 2 or 3 samples exploring a range of techniques, 
giving you confidence to go on to further experimentations in weave. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Fiona Hutchison is a tapestry artist and tutor.  Graduating from the tapestry department, Edinburgh 
College of Art she exhibits regularly in the UK, Europe and internationally.  Fiona teaches many 
independent workshops, mentors emerging artists and runs short courses for University of Edinburgh.  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 29 November 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Introduction to workshop – short presentation with images.  Three-dimensional 
tapestry  
 

Other days: Friday 30 November and Saturday 1 December 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued: Friday 30 November and Saturday 1 December 
 

3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 2 December 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:  
None essential but I would encourage students to bring a sketch book/ideas book of images, drawings, 
object and materials that inspire them. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of a small selection of weft yarn/warp supplied by the tutor and college 
for students to experiment with during the course.   
 

Available from the Shop: 
Wooden tapestry frame** 
Bobbins** 
Additional warp yarn** 
Two G-clamps**  
Scissors 
** These can be borrowed during the course, but if you wish to take it home they cost around £13. 
 

You can also purchase additional warp and weft yarn from Weaversbazaar who will visit with their pop-
up shop, this is usually on the first morning of the workshop.  
 

Available from the tutor: 
Any yarn remaining may be purchased from the tutor. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Sketch book/note book and pen 
Your weaving frame (frames can be borrowed from the college during the course if necessary)  
Bobbins or a dining fork  
Scissors 
Tapestry needles 
Ruler/Measuring Tape 
Felt pen, non-waterproof 
Any warp and yarns you have and might like to experiment with 
Visual inspiration – printed materials (not on ipad or phones) such as postcards, photos, things you like 
Camera  
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HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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