
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08597:  A LITTLE BOOK OF LEAVES – HAND STITCHING AND A 
  NEUTRAL PALETTE 
 

Tutor: AMANDA CLAYTON  
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 15 MARCH – MONDAY 18 MARCH 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Hand stitching and the simplicity of a neutral palette allows the qualities of cloth to be explored. 
 

We will develop and produce a resolved cloth book rediscovering techniques in a new context.  This is 
achieved through discussion of concept, narrative, imagery and qualities, especially in context with our 
own preferred work process. 
 

We will be initially working from leaves and other natural forms and responding to this primary source 
by producing some experimental observations.  Then we will look at the relationship of a drawn mark 
and stitch by producing a series of pieces from these observations particularly using materials that maybe 
are out of your comfort zone. 
 

Working with the inherent qualities of cloth including transparency we will ‘play’ with cutwork, inlay, 
appliqué and running stitch to create contrasts of surface. 
 

The workshop will give you starting points and sources for inspiration especially primary source, which 
are a feature of the tutor’s workshop agenda.  This aims to give embroiderers confidence to explore 
their creative potential and produce more personal work. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Build on your strengths, but be prepared to challenge your preconceptions. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Amanda has enjoyed a satisfying few decades teaching on Art Foundation courses. Teaching has always 
gone hand in hand with her art practice.  She was an invited member of ‘The 62 Group’ and ‘The 
Textile Study Group’ as well as having worked as an educational advisor with the BBC. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Friday 15 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  A fun stitch and drawing session aimed at introducing the course members to 
  each other as well as some of the course philosophies. 
 

Other days: Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
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Other days continued:  Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March 
 

11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Monday 18 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please look for and bring with you any small natural forms that inspire you. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply most of the materials.  Papers, threads, and small pieces of specialist 
cloth as well organza which will form the base of your book. This charge of not more than £15 should 
be paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Some hand sewing essentials, needles, pins  
Un-dyed silk organza, silk hatobai fabrics 
Notebook / graphite pencil / 6b pencil / putty rubber / masking tape 
 

Available from the tutor: 
A variety of neutral translucent and transparent cloth 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Pieces of neutral cloth approx. maximum size 20cm x 30cm which should include some of the following 
qualities: silk crepeline, organza, habotai, silk tulle, sateen, wool, dupion…. bring anything you already have 
Different qualities of white or neutral thread 
A small tambour frame if you like to work on one (embroidery frames may be borrowed during the course) 
Small embroidery scissors 
A small ‘scrap’ bag of found white fragments of cloth if you wish to make your work more personal such 
as lace, damask, hankies etc. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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