
 
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SLW08130  MEMORY, EMOTION AND THE GENIUS LOCI – LANDSCAPE PAINTING 
 

Tutor:    STEVE HUMBLE (in place of Mark Cazalet) 
 

Dates:    LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 13 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
Artists have always been acutely aware of their surroundings.  Prior to photography, landscape was used 
to form the backdrop for epic religious and mythic narratives, subsequently artists supplied topographical 
images for travellers and mapmakers.  During the Romantic Movement the landscape took on a more 
complex poetic role as vehicle for emotional identification.  While the Surrealists’ dreamscapes 
established a bridge between the recognisable world and that of the subconscious. 
 
Explore what it means to capture a sense of place, the Genius Loci.  By using different approaches to 
the landscape of the West Dean Gardens we examine the formal and inspirational elements of 
capturing a specific place in time, and what it means for each one of us. 
 
The course follows a sequence of interlinked projects covering the separate aspects of our theme.  One 
of the principal objectives of our sessions is to intermingle the formal technical aspects of observational 
drawing and painting in the landscape with diverse examples of historic practice from topography to 
subjective abstract response.  You will produce one work each session, morning and afternoon, with 
one optional evening project.  As the course proceeds there will be an increasing emphasis on your 
response to place and the personal significance of elements such as literary or biographic importance. 
 
You will address distinct aspects of your theme such as; space, perspective, light, tonality, local colour 
and the appropriate use of materials to create specific effects.  By employing wet and dry media you will 
discover the possibilities of a range of techniques.  The materials list specifies drawing materials and 
either oil or acrylic paints.  Starting with drawing you will build up to more sustained painted sessions.  
Enthusiasm and a willingness to take risks is important. 
 
All follow the same programme, but as I get to know individual needs I can tailor the sessions towards 
your objectives.  Every session has a group introduction, followed by individual instruction.  The final 
review session is the most important in terms of tutorial input with a detailed analysis of the coursework 
and suggestions as to how you can progress after the course. 
 
We work outside as much as possible, weather allowing. Please bring waterproof warm clothing, boots, 
hat and fingerless gloves. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practise. 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Steve is a professional artist and educator, whose practice spans over thirty years. Combining self-taught 
technical knowledge with an M.A. in Fine Art (York St. John) Steve is an elected Fellow of The British 
Watercolour Society and The International Guild of Artists. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 13 September 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course 

The programme and thesis of my course will be set out on the opening 
evening, followed by a DVD of an Artist’s vision. 

 

Other days: Friday 14 and Saturday 15 September 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: I will give an optional illustrated talk on my work one evening.  

You are free to work up to the close of the studios at night without supervision. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 16 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Final session very important, group review of coursework and individual directions 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 
REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
If you have a chance, find one artist who particularly inspires you, and think about why this artist’s work 
affects you and how, it would be very useful. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Papers for drawing, a good range of qualities and prices; 
2 sheets white cartridge, 2 sheets cream cartridge, 2 sheets pale blue or green 
Drawing book – A4(ish) 
Pencils; HB, 2B, 4B, 6B 
Chalk pastels a good range (at least 24 hues) OR coloured pencils (at least 12) 
Black ink, dipper pen, nib and reservoir 
Brushes 
If oil painting; White spirit and Pure Turps 
Canvases, canvas boards, or prepared painting paper 
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Please bring the following colours (or their generic alternatives various names for different mediums) 
Paints, either acrylic or oil: 
Yellow Ochre    Lemon Yellow    Cadmium Yellow 
Raw Umber    Burnt Umber    Raw Sienna 
Burnt Sienna    Cerulean blue    Ultra Marine Blue 
Paynes Grey    Titanium White    Terre Verte Green 
Viridian Green    Cadmium Red 
Lamp Black OR Ivory Black OR Mars Black 
 

 

Please bring any of the materials listed, if you have them, and in addition: 
Warm clothes for outside working 
Rags 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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