
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08408: RELIEF SCULPTURE – FEMALE TORSO IN CLAY 
 

Tutor: CHRIS CUDLIP 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER – SUNDAY 16 DECEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Relief sculpture protrudes from a flat surface or plane.  Learn how to model with clay using techniques 
including observation, scale measurement, and simple anatomy as you work with clay to create a 
figurative sculpture. 
 
We begin by preparing a bed of clay as you learn the principles of relief sculpture.  The tutor will 
demonstrate the methods to take accurate measurements from the model using callipers, and how to 
scale the measurements to half-size to transfer proportions from the model to the clay.  
 
You will then be guided to make observations of the model through simple drawings in clay, and be 
introduced to human anatomy as a sculptural form.  
 
The tutor will introduce you to clay modelling techniques using a variety of modelling tools to form the 
clay, as well as how to handle and work with the medium to get the best results.  As well as 
demonstrations he will support you with one-to-one guidance and group discussion. 
 
By the end of the course you will understand relief sculpture, the process to take accurate 
measurements from a subject which can be scaled down to half-life size, how to work with clay, and a 
better understanding of creating three dimensional sculptural forms. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE   
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
The student will need to be comfortable with taking measurements from a life model with guidance 
from the tutor. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Chris Cudlip studied at Wimbledon College of Art, University of the Arts London, where he now 
teaches figurative sculpture.  His practice involves woodcarving, studio ceramics, brick installations, 
classical figurative sculpture, environmental art and interdisciplinary projects.  His work can be seen in 
parks, housing developments, libraries, schools, youth centres, universities and hospitals. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 14 December 

 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

The first session will involve screwing battens down to plywood bases then 
creating a level bed of clay suitable for relief work. 
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Other days: Saturday 15 December 

 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 16 December 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 

 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 

 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
If students can study some human anatomy, in particular the torso, prior to the weekend this will be helpful. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Included in the course fee: 
Provision of a model and the cost of all clay, and firing costs (large work in size and quantity may be 
charged extra). 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Modelling tools (The College has tools students can borrow for their course, if you want to take any 
home you can purchase some from the shop) 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
PLEASE BRING A STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or a card with your name 
and email address) if you wish to leave your work at the College for firing, so that we can let you know 
when your pieces are ready for collection 
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for six months from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard or email. 
 

Firing of raw, finished pieces:  Students’ options at the end of the course: 
 

1. Students may leave any raw finished pieces that they wish to keep, for firing by the College, for 
collection at a later date. 

 

2. Students are free to take away their unfired pieces for firing elsewhere. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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