
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08636:   POETRY WRITING – FINDING A DISTINCTIVE VOICE 
 
Tutor:    ROBYN BOLAM 
 
Dates:    WEEKEND  FRIDAY 29 MARCH – SUNDAY 31 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course will give you techniques to create and edit memorable poems inspired by West Dean, its 
surroundings, and your own experiences.  You will develop your poetry-writing and poetry-reading skills, 
enhance your understanding of the creative process, and enable you to achieve a distinctive poetic 
voice. 
 
Using workshop prompts, writing exercises, and inspiration from the house and grounds, you will be 
shown how to write poetry in different forms and from new perspectives. Through group discussion 
and collaborative or solo writing, you will be guided to explore the power of ‘voice’ in memorable 
poetry and, through group workshops and one-to-one tutorials, you will learn self-editing and basic 
reviewing skills. 
 
Writing poetry from another point of view can play an important part in furthering understanding within 
communities, as well as fostering a greater awareness of historical and environmental perspectives. 
Persona poems are versatile; as well as empathy, they can create excitement about language and invite 
you to experiment with new vocabularies.  
 
Some poems can be transformed into songs, and focusing on ‘voice’ will enable lyricists among you to 
find new ways of telling stories that can be sung as well as read. You can choose to explore ways of 
transferring your own emotions to other characters and contexts to express them in poems which are 
convincing without being personal – or to develop your own personal voice with passion, wit, humour 
and poignancy. 
 
By the end of the course you will have gained: a wider understanding of contemporary poetry and its 
roots, the creative process, selected poetic forms, and the effective use of rhythm, rhyme and metre; 
confidence to access a more distinctive poetic voice or voices, and an increased ability to identify 
strengths and weaknesses in your writing and in that of others. 
 
LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
To succeed on this course you will need to be willing to share your work with other participants and 
your tutor, write both alone and in collaboration, be willing to experiment with new ideas, join in group 
discussions to whatever degree you feel comfortable, and be prepared to give and receive constructive 
criticism. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Robyn Bolam, award-winning poet, experienced workshop tutor, editor and librettist, was Hampshire 
Poet 2018.  Her four poetry collections, published by Bloodaxe Books, include New Wings: Poems 
1997-2007, and Hyem (2017). Robyn is Emeritus Professor of Literature at St Mary’s University and a 
former Royal Literary Fund Fellow at Southampton University. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 29 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Students will introduce themselves by reading a poem of their choice (their 
own or one by a favourite poet) which best demonstrates their preferred 
subject and style. The programme for the weekend will be explained. 

 

Other days: Saturday 30 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 31 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate teaching space by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
No later than one week before the course starts, please send up to two poems of your own and two 
poems by favourite poets via https://robynbolam.com/contact-me 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Notebook, paper, pens, pencils 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
Own laptops, tablets etc. are optional. 
If you write lyrics, you may bring an acoustic musical instrument, at your own risk, if you agree to respect 
other participants’ requirements for quiet writing spaces. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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