
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08623: STONE CARVING – INSPIRED BY INDIA 
 
Tutor: PAULA HAUGHNEY 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 24 MARCH – FRIDAY 29 MARCH 
 
 

“I have held a passion for ancient Indian art for many years. It spans across centuries and religions and 
cultures, displaying an incredible fluidity of design and carving skills. I am struck by its vibrancy and 
movement” – Paula Haughney 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this course the tutor shares both passion and techniques as you learn to make stone carvings 
inspired by the art and craft of ancient Indian monuments, sculptures and reliefs.  By studying the design 
and creativity of the figures, animals, patterns and foliage you will be equipped to translate this into your 
own vibrant sculptures.  A variety of stones, some from India, will be available to carve. 
 
The first evening will be a presentation illustrating some of the stone sculpture and architectural 
wonders throughout India, including Buddhist and Hindu art. There will be a variety of source material 
including images, books and examples.  Instruction in methods of carving will be given supported 
demonstrations and written handouts.  Samples of finished pieces in different stones will be available to 
view and touch.  
 
For the first practical session you will carve a small patterned relief in Maltese limestone.  Then using 
your resource material you will develop your own carving project.  You will be supported by your tutor 
in group sessions and on an individual basis, tailored to your skills and requirements. 
 
There is a wide choice of stone available from different limestones, and soapstones in blocks and natural 
rock shapes.  There will be some Indian soapstone in black, green and red.  Also the tutor will bring 
some old reclaimed architectural stone. 
 
It will be an exciting course and covers a wealth of history and imagery which will inspire your own 
artistic practise.  At the end of the week there will be an informal display to celebrate the learning 
achievements and sculptures created. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
Stone carving is a physical activity which is mostly done standing up, though chairs are available.  It can 
be dusty but through good working practise dust can be kept to a minimum.  Masks are provided and 
the course is in an open-sided workspace.  
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Paula Haughney is a sculptor with over 25 years of experience in carving stone.  Her work is often site 
specific and in public areas, often using granite and Portland limestone.  In these commissions the 
research, history and final audience are very important to the finished piece.  Her sculptures can be seen 
at many places including Lee valley Park, Homerton Hospital, Herne Bay and St Katharine’s Dock.. In 
2017 she won the sculpture prize for the best sculpture for a non member in the Chelsea Art Soceity 
annual exhibition. 
 
 
HAU1FD26 
Continued    



Page 2 

 
TIMETABLE: 
This course takes place in the sculpture courtyard which is a short walk through the orchard.  It can also 
be accessed by car.  Morning coffee and afternoon tea is at the Garden Restaurant.  Lunch is at the main 
house. It is in a covered workshop but is open to the elements on one side.  Bring various garments to 
suit all weathers. 
 

Arrival day:  Sunday 24 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  An introduction to the course and presentation (in the Main House). 
 

Other days:  Monday 25 to Thursday 28 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 29 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring any resource images, books, objects that will inspire you. Visit exhibitions – the British Museum, 
the V&A in London, or regional galleries/museums such as Norwich South Asian Arts and Crafts Collection.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

All tools and equipment are available from the College to use during the course. Safety equipment apart 
from footwear is supplied by the college. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
STONE: The College stocks a variety of stones available to purchase from £3 a kilo.  Alabaster, 
Limestones. Indian black, green and red soapstone.  It is stored at the Sculpture Courtyard, weighed 
then paid for at the College Shop. 
A variety of wet and dry papers (different grades.) 
Sketchbooks 
Drawing media 
Notebook 
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Available from the tutor: 
Reclaimed limestone from buildings 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition 
Clothes to work in (it can be dusty) 
Gloves  
Umbrella  
Strong boots or shoes preferable safety footwear 
Plasticine 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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