
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 

 

S3D08511: ACRYLICS WORKSHOP – MOOD, LIGHT AND ATMOSPHERE 
 
Tutor: BRIAN SMITH 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  SUNDAY 10 FEBRUARY – WEDNESDAY 13 FEBRUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Acrylics are a versatile media in that they allow you to play with tone, colour and texture.  Acrylics can 
be successfully applied to paint both the smaller details and larger implied and suggested brushmarks 
and subjects.  On this course the tutor will help you explore your options so that you can make 
paintings with greater vitality and life. 
 
You will explore mark making techniques and how to use them to create interest.  Subject selection is 
personal, but the tutor will challenge this to nudge you out of your comfort zone so that you can create 
more individual and exciting work.  
 
You will learn how to use warm and cool areas in your painting to create focus.  The degree of detail is 
personal, generally ‘less is more’ to allow the viewer to have input into your work.  With acrylics you 
can be bold with colour.  Working from dark to light enables you to alter your end result as your work 
progresses.  Options are endless, flexibility is key. The tutor will share these and other guidelines and 
rules when using acrylics.  He will also help you to expand your choice and encourage you to look at 
the alternatives – not to play safe all the time. 
 
By the end of the course you will have produced five or six studies of both landscape and structured 
work.  You will have gained confidence in working with acrylics, and knowledge and tips to produce 
exciting paintings full of life and atmosphere. 
 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE   
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Brian began his career with 25 years of freelance illustration work allowing him to accrue a vast 
knowledge in a diverse range of skills in various mediums.  Watercolour became his chosen path and 
after some years of experimentation and struggle, his commitment and love of the medium brought him 
success and recognition with work being shown at The Mall, Bankside and Cork Street Open Exhibition 
in recent years.  Brian's chosen subjects now focus on architecture and people going about their daily 
lives.  He has written articles for a number of the instructional art magazines including International Artist 
magazine. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 10 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Simple quick exercises to explain the principles of the course followed by a 
demonstration. 
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Other days: Monday 11 and Tuesday 12 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Wednesday 13 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Pre prime a couple of boards with an irregular base wash of raw sienna or yellow ochre. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop:  
5 or 6 boards or stretched canvas (primed cotton or linen) sizes from A5 to A3 
Paints – there are lots of choices but here are a few suggestions: Amsterdam, Golden, Liquitex 
Colours 3 or 4 blues, 3 or 4 reds, 2 or 3 yellows, black, grey, green, violet, brown, titanium white, zinc 
white 
Brushes – 2 or 3 flats, 2 filberts, 2 rounds, 1 soft blender 
Stay Wet Palette 
1 tub of Gesso 
2 palette knives 
Pencils 4b 
Plastic rubber 
1 tube watercolour paint – Light Red or Burnt Sienna 
 
Please feel free to bring any other materials you think will be useful. My list above is only a guide. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
SMI13WE4 


