
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08502: A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO WATERCOLOUR – TECHNIQUE AND 
APPLICATION 

 

Tutor: SUSIE HUNT 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 8 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY10 FEBRUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
Working from first principles the tutor will introduce you to some of the myriad of possibilities using 
watercolour. You will feel completely at ease working with materials and creating watercolour effects as 
no previous drawing or painting skill is required. 
 
The tutor will introduce each technique through demonstration enabling you to follow through each 
step and will also give you time and attention to make sure you understand the process. 
 
You will create a patchwork of watercolour techniques that you will have as reference for future work – 
not only is it fun, but instructive and colourful. You will also create a patchwork of colour mixing and 
basic colour theory.  On completing this course you will know basic rules and have developed your 
knowledge and understanding of colour mixing, colour theory, brushwork and watercolour techniques. 
 
Much of the mystery of watercolour is in method and technique, by learning these and practicing them 
you will create your own paintings with greater skill and confidence.  As with cooking, once you 
understand some key recipes you can create your own dishes. 
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS 
For those with little or no experience, or those who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Susie Hunt is an experimental and innovative artist and inspiring art tutor. She uses predominantly water 
based media with traditional and modern application. Her subject is mainly taken from the landscape 
that she walks through with her dogs. But more recently she has been working with images evoked by 
memory of family and some narrative directed still life paintings. 
 

In recent years she has shown works at Aberdeen Artists Annual Exhibition, The Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition, The Royal Scottish Water-colourists Exhibition, and The Royal Scottish Academy 
Exhibition, Edinburgh and the Royal Institute of Painters in Watercolour, London. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 8 February 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 9 February 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
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Other days continued: Saturday 9 February 
 

2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 10 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during 
the first morning of your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
There will be some watercolour paper and all that is needed to get you started on the first evening 
including some watercolour and brushes. The tutor will be providing some additions to this equipment. 
 
Available from the Shop:  
Watercolours – tubes or pans 
(Five colours minimum. Prussian Blue or Ultramarine, Burnt Sienna, Scarlet Lake or Alizarin Crimson, 
Lemon or Cadmium Yellow, c Viridian.) 
 

At least three brushes of different sizes. 
A fine rigger or sable 04. Medium Sable 06 or proline sable mix and a wash brush – one inch mop 
 

4 sheets of watercolour paper * Essential 
A4 sized sketch book for notes and sketches – Ring binder preferable so you can add cuttings 
Gum Strip (for stretching paper – Susie will have a supply of this) 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any art materials that you have at home and would like to see how to use  
For using in conjunction with watercolour: 
Wax crayons, water soluble pencils, masking fluid – NB: I will have all these available for you to use and 
some brushes and paints if you are unsure of what to purchase. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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