
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08462: WRITING YOUR FIRST NOVEL 
 

Tutor: REBECCA HORSFALL 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 18 JANUARY – SUNDAY 20 JANUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

On this course you will learn the fundamental principles of novel writing as we explore the most 
important aspects of storytelling, plotting, structure, pace and style. You will discover how to approach 
the all-important opening chapter, how to choose tenses and viewpoints for different types of novel, 
and how to find your own unique voice as a writer. We will also discuss some of the most common 
pitfalls in novel-writing and how to avoid them. 
 

Through intensive teaching, exercises and discussion, you will discover essential techniques for turning 
your inspiration into well-crafted novels. You will learn what it is that agents and publishers are looking 
for and how to develop your skills further, as well as gaining an insight into the novelist's life. For each 
section of the course your tutor will provide written course notes and worksheets. 
 

There will also be an opportunity to get personal constructive feedback on your work in progress from 
your tutor.  
 

By the end of the course you will know the vital ingredients that make a novel compelling for readers. 
You will understand the techniques that writers employ to achieve this and how to go about using these 
skills in your own fiction writing, and you will have gained the confidence to start developing your own 
writing towards becoming a professional published novelist. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Rebecca Horsfall is a best-selling novelist as well as a script writer for stage and screen. She is an 
experienced teacher of fiction writing, and has worked with over a hundred novelists as an editor and 
coach. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 18 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

This will be an introduction to the course. Your tutor will also set a first 
exercise for you to think about, ready to start the first session of the course on 
Saturday morning. 

 

Other days: Saturday 19 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Saturday 19 January 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  An opportunity for you to discuss your work in progress with your tutor and/or 

other students. Bring a sample of your novel, or a synopsis or idea if you would like 
to, and you and the tutor can look at it together. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 20 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate your teaching room by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
There is no required preparation for this course, however you may wish to bring written work to 
discuss with your tutor such as a synopsis, idea or sample of a draft if you have one (see detailed 
timetable above). 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Notebook 
Pen 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any written work you would like to discuss with the tutor – see above 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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