
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08583: SURFACE SAFARI – DECORATIVE CERAMIC TECHNIQUES 
 
Tutor: JENNY MENDES 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 10 MARCH – FRIDAY 15 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
There can be magic in painting on a three-dimensional canvas much unlike a flat surface.  Discover and 
honor your inner voice while investigating personal style through hand building low temperature 
ceramics and an intensive investigation of the decorated surface.  
 
Pinch, coil, and slab methods will be used.  Brushwork technique will be demonstrated primarily, as well 
as scrafitto and inlay to create rich and varied surfaces.  We will work on sculptural and functional forms. 
 
Spending intensive time diving into surface decoration will be the focus and intention of this course.  
 
You will begin by making a series of pieces either sculptural or functional.  Later in the week this work 
will be decorated in a way that shares equal time and attention to the finishing, as well as to the making.  
Our aim will be to marry form with surface in a way that expresses the special vision of each maker.  
Basic hand building methods of coiling, pinching, slab work and carving, will be demonstrated and applied 
to create sculptural or functional work during the initial days of the course.  
 
Interspersed during the days of making will be discussion and demonstration of different painting 
techniques and strategies as we consider ways of thinking about how to complete the surface of our 
works – brushwork will be the primary method used.  Various colourful ways to approach the surface of 
our work as a painter, by means of a palette of terra sigillatas, underglaze, washes and oxides will be 
demonstrated. You will learn a low-tech method of making terra sigilatta, and emphasis will be on 
creating a relaxed and rich environment where people can play with colour, texture and imagery and be 
inspired by the surrounding landscape to create something new and visionary in their work.  Other 
techniques including scrafitto, inlay, and printing techniques will be demonstrated and discussed as well.  
 
By the end of the class, you will have finished several works and have laid down a foundation to create a 
whole series based on techniques taught during the workshop.   
 
LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
The course is suitable for anyone willing to have fun, dig deep, and embrace the deliberate awkwardness 
of finding themselves in unknown territory! 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jenny earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Washington University and studied at Penland School of 
Crafts.  A fulltime studio artist, she has received awards from the Ohio Arts council. Her ceramics are 
exhibited nationally and internationally at galleries and juried shows. She has taught workshops 
throughout the United States. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 10 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the first night we will meet each other, and the course will be introduced.  
Everyone will share their past ceramic/life experience and work as well as 
hopes/goals for the course.  You will be able to begin to get your hands into 
the clay that evening and will start by working together to express something 
about yourselves…. 

 

Other days: Monday 11 to Thursday 14 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 15 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
While I am an advocate of preparation, I also know that in my own work, the best of it comes from 
being in the moment, focus, dedicated time, and responding to my environment no matter what I may 
have planned out.  I would recommend that you bring anything that inspires you, books, sketchbooks, 
research, images of your own work, small objects of inspiration, and/or anything you would like to share 
with the group. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Included in the fee for this course is the cost of all clay, glazing and firing costs (large work in size and 
quantity may be charged extra). 
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Available from the Shop: 
Pottery tools, pottery knife 
Rough paper or sketch pad, and pencil  
Wood or plastic ruler and plastic set square 
Natural sponge 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Overall and old towel  
 
PLEASE BRING A STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or a card with your name 
and email address) if you wish to leave your work at the College for glazing and firing, so that we can let 
you know when your pieces are ready for collection. 
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for six months from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard or email. 
 

Firing and glazing of raw, finished pieces:  Students normally have three options at the end of the course: 
 

1. Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic glazing 
and re-firing by the College, for collection at a later date. 

 

2. Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College.  They may then book a 
place on a Glazing Day – the details and course fee are advertised in the short course programme 
– and learn how to glaze their work themselves.  This work will be re-fired and available for 
collection at a later date.  (There is no further charge for the glazing materials if you choose to 
book a glazing day.) 

 

3. Students are free to take away their unfired pieces for firing and glazing elsewhere. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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