
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S1D08363 INTRODUCTION TO CHARCOAL DRAWING – A TASTER DAY 
 

Tutor: PETE CODLING 
 

Date: 1 DAY  THURSDAY 22 NOVEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this one-day course you will be introduced to both basic and advanced techniques for using 
charcoal to draw.  You will discover the different properties and types of charcoal, and build confidence 
in quick sketching and mark making. 
 
We begin by looking at some of the old masters as well as contemporary artists who use charcoal to 
learn how the unique quality of these ‘burnt wood’ sticks and ‘black chalk’ have influenced not just how 
we draw but how we value the unique quality of the black and white image. 
 
Then through a series of practical drawing exercises you will learn how to use charcoal to create a sense 
of space, texture, mood and composition in your artwork.  You will be encouraged to experiment with 
the scale of your mark making and to use the material to express your unique style, skills and 
individuality when drawing.  The tutor will demonstrate techniques including sketching, rubbing, 
smudging as you dust your way through the day to create some individual artworks and develop your 
skills. 
 
By the end of the day you will have completed a range of experimental drawings and learned new 
techniques for using charcoal.  You will have improved your drawing skills, and broadened your 
understanding of the materials you can use when making art.  You will have gained a better 
understanding and empathy for the unique quality of this dry mark making material and found insight 
and understanding of how other artists have used it to create certain effects.  
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE   
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Come with an open mind about drawing and mark-making techniques and be prepared to get a bit 
messy. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
“I draw from the miniature to the epic in scale. I have written a book called Dust to Dust documenting 
a giant temporary charcoal wall drawing and am currently a PhD student researching the philosophy and 
history of drawing at University of Portsmouth. I am a sculptor by trade and drawer by passion.” 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

9.00–9.15am  Registration and coffee 
9.15am  Morning classes 
10.30am  Coffee 
12.45pm  Lunch (included) 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
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MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm, for any materials you 
need to purchase from the shop. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the following materials shared amongst the group to get you started: 
A variety of charcoal materials  
Selection of large white cartridge, pastel and textured papers  
Additional materials can be purchased as required from the shop 
 
Available from the Shop: 
More charcoal and paper is available to buy as required 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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