
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08356 COLOUR ON STONE 
 

Tutor: PAULA HAUGHNEY 
 

Dates:  LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 23 NOVEMBER – MONDAY 26 NOVEMBER 
 
 

A practical course on applying pigment and gilding on alabaster and limestone, with some simple carving 
involved.  Explore traditional and experimental techniques that you can utilise in your own creative 
practice.  Methods are taken from historical sources including English medieval alabaster carvings. 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Applying colour to stone is a complex subject. Why do it? What does it add to the natural surface and 
the reading of the sculptural form? How is it done and with what? Discover the answers to all these 
questions and learn techniques to apply pigment and gild to alabaster and limestone. 
 
On the first evening there will be a presentation that will lay the foundation of this glorious art, its design 
and symbolism, in a historical context, by looking at English medieval alabaster carvings, and other 
ancient cultures. We will discuss the origins of techniques and methods. This will also include images of 
painted sculptures by Eric Gill and more contemporary sculptors. 
 
On the course you will make a series of small panels of limestone and alabaster. Some flat, some with 
texture and high relief using different carving techniques to illustrate the various results this creates. 
These will be used for painting and gilding.  You will learn how to prepare the surfaces to be gilded and 
painted, the application of oil gilding sizes in addition to the application and burnishing of gold leaf. Then 
how to make and apply glue tempera, water glue and resin varnishes and what oil to use.  You will also 
look at more contemporary and experimental methods of colouring stone. 
 
Design is integral and important to the final outcome. Time will be taken to discuss and prepare this 
element of the work. 
 
The course will be taught by demonstrations and practical exercises with hand outs and information 
given throughout.  Teaching will be to the class and on an individual basis. Sharing experiences and 
results with the group is a valuable lesson. 
 
You will complete the course with knowledge to continue and develop independently, with a series of 
painted and gilded limestone and alabaster panels. 
 
LEVEL INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

As this is a course focusing on the application of gilding and colour some previous practical knowledge 
of stone and carving would be preferable. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:   
Paula Haughney is a sculptor with over 25 years of experience in carving stone.  Her work is often site 
specific and in public areas, often using granite and Portland limestone.  In these commissions the 
research, history and final audience are very important to the finished piece.  Her sculptures can be seen 
at many places including Lee valley Park, Homerton Hospital, Herne Bay and St Katharine’s Dock. In 
2017 she won the sculpture prize for the best sculpture for a non-member in the Chelsea Art Society 
annual exhibition. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 23 November 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  This will be a presentation of laying the foundations of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 November 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start in the Stone room off the main workshops. 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Monday 26 November 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Look at examples of painted and gilded sculpture. The V&A and Nottingham Castle Museum have good 
collections of medieval alabaster carvings. Collect pictures, think of colour. Bring any small sculptures in 
alabaster or limestone you would like to colour or practise on. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Eggs, rabbit skin glue and pigments. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Alabaster and limestones are available to purchase from £3 a kilo 
Gold, Dutch gold, silver and copper leaf 
Sable bushes  0, 00 
Short handled acrylic brush size 4 (such as Daler Rowney system 3 round) 
Other brushes 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
Ceramic saucers 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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