
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

S4D08292 COLOUR IN WOVEN TAPESTRY 

 
Tutor: PAT TAYLOR 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER – THURSDAY 1 NOVEMBER 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE 
 
Colour can be harmonic, dissonant, passionate and stimulating especially in woven tapestry. 
 
Have you ever wanted to step outside your personal colour world, move beyond your ‘taste’?  This 
course gives you an opportunity to extend your understanding of colour with particular reference to 
tapestry weaving.  Learn how to use harmonic and dissonant colour.  Use colour as passion; examining 
polar contrasts and the stimulus of one colour. 
 
Imagine, red ochre polished walls formed in the Egyptian 5th Dynasty reflecting in the light of an oil 
lamp; Hagia Sofia with its mosaics shimmering in 1,000 candles in 550 AD or the morning light flowing 
through Chartres’ rose window in the 13C.  Historical time, place and medium shape how colour is 
used and how it speaks. 
 
Woven tapestry too, has its own particularities; it absorbs light increasing the depth and intensity of 
colour.  Woven tapestry lives in an era of blaring electric light and the beckoning white wall of the 
gallery, yet desires the soft light of dusk, the low sun of winter, and the varying intensity of light during a 
day to fully reveal itself.  Tapestry has texture and its agent is light.  
 
First evening: will be devoted to a short talk on the structure and content of the course.  
 
Day One: you will prepare a sample warp, and begin a workshop on colour: harmony and dissonance. 
Using hue, tint, shade and tone you will make simple tapestry samples from worsted yarn. 

 

 

Far left: a harmonic range.  
Near left: a dissonant accent, the pure red shouts out. 
 

 
 

 

Far left:a warm harmonic range, with neutral white, and  complimentary grey 
cobalt blue. 
Near left: a dissonance acid purple, cool sands, a hint of madder. 
 

Day Two: refine your understanding of harmony in colour. Explore mixing in weft, playing with both 
harmony and dissonance and adding the element of variable proportions of weft face. 
 
Days Three and Four are devoted to the passion of colour, polar contrasts and the stimulus of one 
colour. 
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You may have heard "opposites attract". In the same way, polar contrasts or what are sometimes 
referred to as complementary pairs look good together and sometimes they can seem to vibrate when 
placed side by side.  When mixed together, in the same weft they can, depending on their chroma, 
neutralise or enhance each other.  You will have the opportunity to explore this phenomenon.  
 

Moving on, you will sample the stimulus of one colour; how a colour field enhances other tones and can 
change hues.  

 
 
  
 
 

 

You will be supported throughout the course, by demonstrations, discussions and individual teaching.  A 
specially dyed range of yarn for each exercise will be available for your use.  By the end of the course you 
will have an understanding of how to make colours work together and a collection of samples to take 
home and support your future practice. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

This course is suitable for weavers who know how to warp up a frame and weave basic techniques – a 
simple weft face, a square within a square and a diagonal.  The focus of the course is working with 
colour not weaving techniques.  Students do not need to have any understanding of colour theory. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
 

Pat currently divides her time between her creative studio practice and working 
collaboratively with other tapestry weavers, developing new and innovative 
approaches to learning.  Pat was previously Director of the Tapestry Studio and 
Head of Visual Arts at West Dean working with Henry Moore, the Slade School of 
Art, and the Palace of Westminster.  
www.pat-taylor.com 
 
Image: Tapestry ‘Boris’. 

 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Sunday 28 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials 
6.45pm  Non-residential students, please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner. 
7.00pm Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course and will be 

devoted to a short talk on the structure and content of the course.  
 

Other days: Monday 29 to Wednesday 31 October 
 

9.15am Morning classes start 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Morning classes continue 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes 
3.30pm Tea 
4.00pm Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to10pm for those wishing to work on 

providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
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Departure day: Thursday 1 November 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

OPTIONAL  PRE-COURSE PREPARATION: 
If you want to warp up your loom in advance please use these guidelines: 
 

Warp one: sett: 3 epc  width 6cms (18 threads) with 12/15s cotton warp. 
Warp two: sett: 4 epc  width 14 cms (56 threads) with 12/9s cotton warp. 
 

Warp two will be divided into two and used as two narrower strips of 7cms width each. 
 

Leashes, flexible leashes and finger picking are all acceptable weaving methods. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of specially hand-dyed yarn prepared by Pat for the course. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
The weaving frames used during the course may be bought from the shop at the end of the course if 
you wish @ cost of around £14.  Alternatively, please feel free to bring your own frames. 
 
Please bring:  
A bobbin if you have one 
Measuring tape 
Pen/Pencil and notebook 
Glasses for close work if you need them 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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