
 

 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D08258 WOODCARVING – EXPLORING FORM AND TEXTURE 
 

Tutor: MALCOLM MARTIN 
 

Dates: 3 DAYS  SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER – WEDNESDAY 17 OCTOBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course explores creative carving with hand tools, encouraging you to find a new direction of your 
own.  We’ll discuss and try out different approaches and the tools they use, with the chance to develop 
a personal project. 
 
A key focus will be looking at the relation of form and texture, whether in an abstract ‘organic’ sculpture 
or as, for example, part of a furniture project.  
 
We will look at different carving traditions from around the world, and how tools and materials shape 
what is made. We will explore how hand tools work, reviewing the fundamentals of cutting action and 
clamping. We will also explore the important differences between working green and seasoned wood, 
and between making freestanding sculpture and using carving as applied decoration, for example in 
furniture. 
 
For those who wish to, there will be the opportunity to look at using carving in unexpected ways in 
combination with construction and other processes, at how any wood or wood product can find a role 
in carving. 
 
You will be encouraged to develop and carry through a personal project. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Malcolm Martin makes sculpture in wood, and since 1997 has worked in collaboration with his partner 
Gaynor Dowling on commissions ranging from intimate domestic pieces to public art for the landscape. 
The use of hand tools and carving is central to their work. They exhibit regularly in Britain, Europe and 
the United States, with works in many major public and private collections. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 14 October 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Monday 15 October – Tuesday 16 October 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
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Other days continued: Monday 15 October – Tuesday 16 October 
 

2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working  
 

Departure day: Wednesday 17 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:   
No specific preparation is required, however, you are encouraged to bring sketchbooks and other 
source material, along with any tools of your own and any additional wood you may wish to use. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Included in the course fee is a piece of limewood (approx. 300 x 150 x 75mm) for your carving project.   
 
A variety of additional blocks will be available for purchase individually from the course tutor, along with 
various off-cuts.  Students are encouraged to supplement this with their own materials. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Clear bees wax 
Lime wood for further carving 
 
Please bring: 
While a range of tools will be provided, you may wish to bring your own carving and specialist tools 
(please mark these clearly with your name) 
Also bring any materials or timber (usual or unusual!) or reference/illustrations you may wish to use for 
your personal project  
Workshop-type clothing  
Stout covered footwear is essential 
Glasses for close work – if worn 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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