
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08335 WRITING SKILLS — CHARACTER AND PERSPECTIVE 
 
Tutor: BETHAN ROBERTS 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 16 NOVEMBER – SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
All good fiction is powered by character.  What a character wants can provide the engine for an entire 
novel.  On this course, you will learn to create convincing and engaging characters, and how to tell their 
stories.  You will also gain insights into the power of perspective and why it matters in fiction.  As well as 
creating your own fiction, you will look in detail at extracts from published novels and short stories in 
order to examine how other writers have created rounded and compelling characters and used 
perspective in effective ways. 
 
Through writing exercises you will practice creating characters from scratch.  Your tutor will provide 
materials — objects, letters, photographs — as starting points for writing.  You will study selected texts 
in order to consider what perspective is, and why it matters, asking the key question: who is telling this 
story, and why?  Further exercises will help you to develop your skills in conveying point of view.  You 
will experiment with first and third person narratives, and try telling the same story from different points 
of view.  Your tutor will give you feedback on these pieces of writing. 
 
By the end of the course, you will have learned how to kick-start your fictional characters into life.  You 
will have gained a greater understanding of the power of perspective and how to use it effectively, and 
confidence in using perspective to deepen your characters and your fiction. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Bethan Roberts has published four novels and writes drama for BBC Radio 4.  She has taught creative 
writing at University of Chichester, the Open University, and Goldsmiths College, London. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 16 November 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the first evening, the tutor will introduce the course and hand out the 
required reading (just a few pages!). There will be an ice-breaker and time for 
questions. 

 

Other days: Saturday 17 November 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start: input from tutor and discussion of fiction extracts 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue: input from tutor and a writing exercise 
12.45pm  Lunch 
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Other days continued: Saturday 17 November 
 

2.00pm  Afternoon classes: discussion and redrafting your scenes from this morning 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue: sharing work and feedback from tutor 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: Time to further redraft work, if you wish. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 18 November 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start: Discussion of fiction extracts 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue: a writing exercise and time to redraft  
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes: sharing work with the group and final feedback from tutor 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate work space by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
None – see list below as to what to bring.  
 
Available from the Shop: 
Pen 
Notebook 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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