
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S4D08241 CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING – TREES 
 
Tutor: MAGGIE CROSS 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER – THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn to paint all aspects of the tree using traditional Chinese materials and techniques on Chinese 
papers.  Examine various leaves in detail, make observational sketches before painting both in free and 
meticulous style. From this develop a study of a branch with birds, then the whole tree. 
 
The course will provide you with a detailed insight into trees in Chinese art and starts with making 
observational sketches of a variety of different leaf shapes – both fresh from the tree and in states of 
decay resulting in unusual and interesting shapes. You then develop your sketches into a composition of 
a group of leaves in freestyle using the technique of loading your brush with several colours or tones to 
give your painting depth. You will then learn how to depict them in the more detailed, meticulous style. 
You will develop the sketches into a painting of a branch with the addition of a bird to add interest to 
your painting. Finally you will paint a complete tree, making it the focal point in the landscape, with the 
choice to add a figure. 
 
Maggie will explain the symbolism and legends of trees which are native to China and you will also gain 
inspiration from the trees in West Dean gardens. There will be an opportunity to experiment with 
some innovative techniques such as ‘crumpling’ and to add washes to enhance the background for your 
compositions. You will learn to back your completed compositions ready for framing. 
 
By the end of the course you will have completed compositions of leaves, branches with birds and trees 
and be inspired by the techniques and approaches to painting. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Maggie grew up in Hong Kong where she learnt to speak Cantonese and write Chinese characters as 
well as learning Chinese brush painting.  She has written three books on the subject and produced a 
DVD.  She gives talks to art groups and her work is collected in the United Kingdom and abroad. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 7 October 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Introductions, mark-making and observational drawing from leaves. 
 

Other days: Monday 8 to Wednesday 10 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Monday 8 to Wednesday 10 October 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Thursday 11 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION FOR YOUR COURSE: 
Bring a sketchbook or some paper and a pencil to the first evening session.  
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Sketch book and pencil 
Chinese papers, brushes, inks, ink stone 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor brings a wide selection of Chinese paints and materials which you can purchase from her 
during the course. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Two water pots (plastic pots available to use at the College) 
Clean soft cloth to cover work surface (not a towel) – very important 
Paint rag or kitchen roll 
Chinese palette or white saucer 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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