
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08234 PHOTOGRAPHING AUTUMN BERRIES AND FRUITS 
 

Tutor: JACQUI HURST 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

This weekend course is designed for those who enjoy gardens, taking pictures and wish to hone their 
photographic skills.  Most of the time will be spent photographing in the walled gardens at West Dean 
learning and practicing the art of producing well-composed images.  There will be time for close up 
shots and to create still life pictures. 
 

We will focus on general views of the orchard, the espalier trees, the lines of soft fruit and the trained 
vines in the glasshouses to produce atmospheric and graphic images.  We will explore the potential of 
close-up/macro photography to bring out the individual characteristics of the autumn berries, different 
pears varieties and the wonderful display of apples.  The emphasis of the course is about composing 
pictures in camera rather than post image manipulation.  It is suitable for those with Digital SLR or an 
advanced compact camera. 
 

The course aims to increase your awareness of available natural light and how it influences your image.  
To gain a greater understanding of depth of field and how different aperture settings can alter the 
emphasis and impact of your image.  To introduce you to exposure compensation so you can use it 
creatively to produce abstract images. 
 

Be prepared for one early morning photography session, before breakfast (non-resident students may 
book breakfast at reception, when required). 
 

Objectives: 

 Experiment using different ISO settings to bring out or minimize the texture of different autumn 
fruits. Master depth of field and working in Aperture priority mode. 

 Learn to make the most of and take some control of the natural light conditions by using 
diffusors or reflectors. Become aware of what available light conditions suit different types of 
garden photography. 

 Take pictures using your camera in different modes, such as aperture, shutter and or manual. 
Gain a greater understanding of your camera to it’s full potential. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jacqui Hurst specialises in photographing gardens, applied art and regional food producers. Her work has 
appeared in many magazines, books and national newspapers. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 5 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Friday 5 October 
 

7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Please bring your cameras and equipment to this session. 
 

Other days: Saturday 6 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 7 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring some of your own photographs so that you can get some constructive feedback on them. 
 

Ensure your camera is in good working order, your battery is fully charged; bring a spare if you have one, 
and a blank memory card to start the course with. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Digital camera and computer leads, with any additional equipment (it is essential that students ensure 
that their cameras are in good working order before the course begins. 
Instruction manual 
Battery charger and if you have a spare battery bring it too. 
Memory card/s 
Camera tripod – if you have one 
Cable release – optional 
Lens cloth  
Small note pad to fit in your camera case 
Laptop – if you have one and prefer working on your own computer 
Your preferred media to save your images to e.g. USB stick   
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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