
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SWE08236 MOSAICS FOR BEGINNERS AND IMPROVERS 
 
Tutor: MARTIN CHEEK 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 5 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
Learn about the wonderful craft of making mosaics and create a unique piece of art using colourful glass 
and ceramic tiles. 
 
You design and make a mosaic either A3: 30 x 42cm, 30 x 30 cm or A4: 30 x 21 cm in area. The size is 
limited to ensure you can complete your design by the end of the course. 
 
Martin covers numerous techniques to help your understanding of mosaic design with a focus on the 
direct mosaic technique used to create your design. This method allows you to see your design as you 
add the pieces. Grouting techniques are also covered. 
 
Martin brings with him a great selection of materials to use. They include Venetian and Mexican smalti, 
Millefiori, vitreous glass and ‘Cinca’ unglazed ceramic tesserae as well as Martin’s hand made glass fusions, 
millefiori and murrini. 
 
The course includes a lecture on Roman techniques, demonstrations and individual one to one tuition 
ensuring you go home fully inspired and equipped to continue to make mosaics at home. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
Martin Cheek trained in animation and has been making mosaics since 1985. Working to commission 
and exhibiting across the country, he is also an experienced teacher. Martin has written six books on 
mosaics including ‘Design Sourcebook Mosaics’, ‘Mosaic Art’ and ‘Fused Glass Mosaics’. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 5 October 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Martin gives a slide show showing the ancient production of Millefiori and 
Venetian smalti as well as his own techniques for making glass fusions. Martin 
will illustrate this talk with examples of his own work.  

 

Other days: Saturday 6 October 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
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Other days continued: Saturday 6 October 
 

2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: the workshops are open until 10pm and students can 

continue to work untutored on their mosaics if they wish. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 7 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring your inspiration and reference material with you. This could be a drawing of your own, an 
image taken from your favourite book or a greetings card or even a piece of wrapping paper! Ideally this 
should be blown up to the same size as your chosen mosaic size. 

 
It is essential that you bring 1 or ideally 2 design ideas for your mosaic. Please 
see example to the left – your design should be simple and preferably in black 
and white. You can bring other reference material with you for colours etc. 
Please bring TWO copies of each design if that is possible (or you can 
photocopy your design here).   
 
A notebook /sketchbook, pencils and a digital camera (if available). 
 
 

 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
MDF Boards – Martin will provide everything else for you to purchase in order to make your mosaic 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Martin will provide mosaic materials – please pay him before the end of the course, by cash, cheque or 
Paypal.  
 
Prices range from £18 per kg for unglazed ceramic tiles and for vitreous glass, to £35 per kg for 
Venetian Smalti glass and it is therefore difficult to give a specific cost for a project. If you are not familiar 
with these materials you can see LOTS of examples on Martin’s website: www.martincheek.co.uk.  
 

N.B: 1kg of vitreous glass/unglazed ceramic tiles covers an area of A3 in size or 500g = A4 with no 
allowance for wastage. So it is possible to make a small mosaic for as little as £9! 
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Smalti requires 17kg to cover 1sq metre – 1 sq foot = 2kg 
Also available – millefiori @ £12 per 100g, Martin’s handmade infusions @£20 per 100g. 
(100g of fusions covers area approximately equal to a postcard.) 
 

PLEASE NOTE: material prices constantly change so these prices are not guaranteed. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Pencils 
Work clothes – preferably an apron 
1 or ideally 2 design ideas for your mosaic (see Required Preparation on page 2) 
A notebook /sketchbook and a digital camera (if available) 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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