
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08230 CERAMIC ANIMAL SCULPTURE 
 

Tutor: CELIA ALLEN 
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

This course will show you how to make hollow animal sculpture from a flat sheet of clay with modelled 
additions. It is suitable for all levels from beginners to those already experienced but perhaps looking for 
new methods of making.  
 

Firstly you will be shown how to make a 3D animal sculpture from a rolled slab of clay, and then have a 
go at copying this as an exercise just to get a feel for the technique.  Then you can begin to make your 
own piece.  Everyone will be taught individually and it is advisable that you bring images, photos, 
drawings etc. of the chosen animal that you wish to make. Knowledge of the skeletal structure of the 
animal will be of a great advantage and views from both sides; front and rear and from above where 
ever possible will enable a good outcome. The objective is to capture the essence of the animal, and 
give the piece a feeling of movement.  
 

We will be using flax paper clay, which gives excellent strength at the green stage and allows for clay 
additions at any stage of the making process as it re-wets very easily. The method also allows for easy 
repositioning of limbs and other additions. Being hollow allows for shaping from the inside if needed and 
little or no hollowing out is necessary.  
 

This is a list of suggested animals for you to choose from: Hare, Pig, Goat, Bull, Sheep, Dog, Rhino, Chicken. 
 

Although lots of information will be available please bring your own research as well. The aim is for you 
to leave feeling confident in the technique and that you will be able to use or adapt it for whatever you 
choose to make in the future. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Celia is a tutor with over 23 years’ experience of teaching Ceramics.  She was trained at Hammersmith 
College of Art, was H.O.D of Ceramics at St. Leonard's Mayfield and works from her own studio in East 
Sussex. She shows her work in numerous galleries, namely Rye Art Gallery, Wing Gallery, Pure and is a 
member of 'The Rye Society Of Artists'. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 4 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
5.30pm  Workshops available for dropping off equipment and materials  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Friday 5 and Saturday 6 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Friday 5 and Saturday 6 October 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 7 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish, please vacate workshop by 3.30pm 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring images, photos, drawings etc. of the chosen animal that you wish to make. Knowledge of the 
skeletal structure of the animal will be of a great advantage and views from both sides; front and rear 
and from above where ever possible will enable a good outcome.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee:   
The course fee includes the cost of providing all clay, glazing and firing costs – large work in size and 
quantity may be charged extra. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
A good selection of art materials, sketchbooks etc 
Modelling tools 
 

Please bring with you: 
An apron 
 

PLEASE BRING A STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or a card with your name 
and email address) if you wish to leave your work at the College for glazing and firing, so that we can let 
you know when your pieces are ready for collection. 
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for six months from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard or email. 
 

Firing and glazing of raw, finished pieces:  Students normally have three options at the end of the course: 
 

1. Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic glazing 
and re-firing by the College, for collection at a later date. 

 

2. Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College.  They may then book a 
place on a Glazing Day – the details and course fee are advertised in the short course programme 
– and learn how to glaze their work themselves.  This work will be re-fired and available for 
collection at a later date.  (There is no further charge for the glazing materials if you choose to 
book a glazing day.) 

 

3. Students are free to take away their unfired work for firing and glazing elsewhere. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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