
GLASSHOUSES UPDATE - THANK YOU 

Saving our precious historic garden buildings 

The Glasshouses at West Dean Gardens 

 

It has been just over 3 years since we first launched our Glasshouse appeal with an aim to fully 

restore and preserve all 13 of our precious Victorian Glasshouses. 

With thanks to your kind and generous donations we are delighted to say 

that we are nearing the end of this substantial project. 

Here's a snapshot of what's happened so far...  



The Victorian Glasshouses 

Situated within the walled kitchen garden at West Dean, our expert team of gardeners have re-created 26 

different growing environments within the glasshouses, to match their original use, from traditional figs 

and melons, to new and exotic red hot chillies. 

 

Built during the 1890’s by Foster and Pearson, the pre-eminent glasshouse manufacturer of the day, and 

last restored almost 27 years ago, it was necessary to implement a new repair project to ensure the             

preservation of these unique and rare buildings. The restoration project has been managed and delivered  

in-house, under the supervision of our Gardens Manager Jim Buckland and Gardens Supervisor Sarah 

Wain.  

Alex in our Maintenance Team hand cutting 

the specialist Beaver-tailed glass panes 

Inside the newly refurbished Tropics House 

Work involved  

We have been careful to restore the glasshouses following their original specifications and have used mate-

rials which have been thoughtfully selected to ensure lasting preservation of their structure. In particular 

we have used original style beaver-tailed glass panes, which encourage the water to flow away from the 

wooden glazing bars towards the center of the pane and increase the rate at which rainwater is shed. 

 

With more sophisticated building materials today, including better timber treatments and more protective 

paints, and with the right maintenance plan, we expect the newly refurbished glasshouses to continue to 

provide enjoyment to visitors for at least another 50 years.  
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Nectarines and Late Vinery House, renovated Autumn 2017  

Where we are today 

We are conscious that we have been asking for your support for a long time now, so we would like to update 

you on where we are with the project. 2017 saw the completion of the Nectarine and Late Vinery Houses, in 

the fruit garden.  

Subject to funding, our next priorities are the Fern Houses, which are in need of urgent repair. We hope 

works for this will begin in summer 2018, followed by the Peach and Tomato Houses – you will notice that 

for safety, the glass has been removed from the roof in preparation for the work to begin. 

  

We have been overwhelmed by your generosity in helping us achieve our ambitious goals. So far you have 

raised an incredible £85,000 to restore eight glasshouses, thank you very much for making this possible.  
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Below is a map of our glasshouses, highlighting the ones finished and the ones we still need 

to complete...  
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Watch this space 

We are excited to be working on an exhibition to tell the story of the magnificent glasshouses, which will be           

displayed in the Peach and Tomato House in the summer of 2018. The exhibition will include photographs of 

the glasshouses dating back to the 1990’s; it will give a fantastic insight in to the work involved in restoring 

them with before and after images. 

 

As a thank you for supporting this project we would like to display your name in the exhibition, along with the 

names of everyone who has been a part of this story. 

 

We would appreciate it if you could confirm that you are happy 

to be acknowledged in this way. 

  

We look forward to inviting you to visit when the display opens. 

 

Thank you once again, your donations have helped restore these 

precious glasshouses  


