
West Dean Gardens Friends 

Events Programme 2018 
 

 

Every year we organise a number of events that are your chance to get behind-the-scenes and enjoy West Dean all 

year round. Come along and discover more about the College and meet the people who look after West Dean 

house and the glorious gardens. New events will be added throughout the year so keep checking our website for 

updates. We look forward to welcoming you soon.  

Mother's Day at  

West Dean Gardens 

 

11 March 2018 

If you're looking for a day out and somewhere to treat your Mum on 

Mothering Sunday, look no further than the wonderful West Dean 

Gardens near Chichester. Come along and see the gardens in all 

their glory with spectacular displays of spring flowering bulbs.  

Free entry and daffodils for mums 

Adult tickets: Normal garden entry / children under 16 free 

Jenny Stewart’s Garden  

Walk 

 

First Thursday of the month 

 
Gardens Restaurant 

On the first Thursday of each month join Jenny Stewart for her 

West Dean Gardens walk, a great chance to keep fit and meet other 

like-minded Garden Friends.  No need to book, just arrive at the 

gardens restaurant by 10.30am for a warm drink before setting off 

with the group at 11am.  

Entry: Free, exclusive to West Dean Friends 

The Living Jigsaw:  

How to garden with wildlife  

 

5 May 2018 

2pm - 3.30pm 

 
West Dean College 

Val Bourne will be talking about the content of her book, The 

Living Jigsaw, which explores gardening without using           

chemicals, as Val believes passionately that it's quite possible 

to have a beautiful flower-packed garden and help wildlife.  

Entry: £30 

Trees and shrubs to  

enhance any garden 

 

14 April 2018  

Full day 

 
West Dean College 

Kevin Hughes is an experienced nurseryman and has for many 

years run a nursery at Heale House, in Wiltshire. Kevin has a 

particular interest in wildlife and biodiversity and so his talk 

will also focus on how to attract wildlife into your garden.  

Entry: £75 

Easter Trail at West Dean 

 

30 March - 3 April 

 
West Dean Gardens 

Bring family and friends to West Dean Gardens and follow the Easter 

Trail around the gardens for a chocolate prize. 

See the spring flowers, enjoy lunch at the Gardens Restaurant and 

browse the shop for unique gifts.  

Children under 16 enjoy free Gardens entry but will need an 

Easter ticket to participate in the activities 



*West Dean Arts and Craft  

Festival 

 

1 - 3 June 2018 

10am - 5pm (last entry 4pm) 

 

West Dean Gardens 

The West Dean Arts and Craft Festival offers visitors the               

opportunity to browse and buy high quality crafts and prints, watch 

demonstrations, get hands-on in workshops and view installations 

from emerging artists. There will also be a rare opportunity to        

explore inside historic West Dean House.                                     

Entry: Adult early bird £10 / standard price £12.50 

*Garden Friends receive one complimentary event voucher per person per year, this can be used for the                                    

Chilli Fiesta or the Arts and Craft Festival 

 

You can book online at www.westdean.org.uk/friends call the Friends team on 01243 818 256, email a completed 

booking form to friends@westdean.org.uk, or post a hard copy to our registered address:- 

The Friends Team, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, PO18 0QZ   
 

West Dean College of Arts and Conservation is part of the Edward James Foundation Ltd, a charitable company limited by guarantee.  

Company No. 6689362 | Charity No. 1126084 | www.westdean.org.uk 
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Carols by the Christmas  

Tree  

 

6 December 2018 

2.30pm and 7pm  

 
Oak Hall, West Dean 

Pergola Open Air Theatre 

 

25 June - 7 July 2018 

7.45pm  

As part of the Festival of Chichester, come and enjoy two               

performances by New Theatre Productions, now in its 39th amateur 

season, in the beautiful backdrop of West Dean Gardens.  

All performances start at 7.45pm on each day. 

Entry: Adult £10 Child £8 (under 16)  

 

Join us for our annual celebration in the Oak Hall with carols 

around the Christmas Tree led by a local choir. A festive           

celebration by a roaring log fire, with mulled wine and mince pies     

to refresh you in the interval.  

Entry: £10 exclusive to West Dean Friends 

*Chilli Fiesta 
 

10 - 12 August 2018 

 
West Dean Gardens 

Join the party at the UK's biggest chilli festival. Dance to live Latin 

music, watch cookery and gardening demonstrations and taste            

delicious chilli foods 'til your tongue sizzles. Make the most of the 

family-friendly festival atmosphere and camp onsite with great           

facilities.  

Entry: Prices start from £14.40 with Early Bird Discount 

Tapas Evenings  

 

24 - 25 August 2018 

 
Gardens Restaurant  

Choose a selection of your favourite tapas from our specially          

developed menu. Now on for two nights due to popular demand 

last year. Dine in the Gardens Restaurant or eat al fresco on the 

terrace.  

Entry: Deposit £10 per person, balance to be paid on the night 

https://www.westdean.org.uk/about/support-us/friends#friend-events

