
 
 
AFTERNOON GARDEN TALK DETAILS 
 

SGT07842 THE LIVING JIGSAW – HOW TO GARDEN WITH WILDLIFE IN MIND 

 
Lecturer:  VAL BOURNE 
 
Date:    SATURDAY 5 MAY 2018 
 
 

ABOUT THE TALK: 
 
Based on Val’s latest book The Living Jigsaw – after decades of emphasis on pest control, often achieved 
through chemical means, gardeners around the world are beginning to come around to a new or, really, 
old way of thinking: a garden whose very diversity of plant and animal life makes it healthy, beautiful, and 
productive. 
 
Val Bourne introduces both new and experienced gardeners to the wide diversity of birds, animals, 
insects, and even slugs that help bring a natural balance to a home garden and help its plants and flowers 
shrug off problems before they become entrenched.  
 
ABOUT YOUR LECTURER: 
Val Bourne is an award-winning garden writer, organic gardener and lecturer and she gardens on the 
wind-swept Cotswolds at Spring Cottage – high above Bourton-on-the-Water in Gloucestershire.  Her 
third of an acre garden is managed without using chemicals – something Val has always believed in.  She 
is a hands on gardener and a committed plantaholic. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A talk that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced practitioner. 
 
 

OUTLINE TIMETABLE: 
 

1.30 onwards Registration at the College where the garden lecture will take place (it would be helpful 
if you could arrive by 1.45pm for registration) 

 

2.00 Lecture with Val Bourne in the Courtyard Studio (reached by a flight of stairs)  
 

3.30  Afternoon tea 
 

4.00 Time to wander around the gardens of West Dean until the gardens close at 5pm 
 
 

Please wear/bring suitable outdoor clothing if you wish to visit the gardens.  You may find it useful to 
bring a notebook and pencil. 
 
HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN 
 

ROAD: West Dean College is situated six miles north of the historic city of Chichester (this journey 
normally takes 15 minutes) and 12 miles from the south coast. There is convenient road access from 
London (65 miles).  
 

RAIL: Trains to Chichester leave from London Victoria via Gatwick and from London Waterloo via 
Havant. Trains to Haslemere also leave from London Waterloo. A taxi from Chichester should cost 
about £17. 
 

BUS: Number 60 bus runs half-hourly on Mondays to Saturdays from Chichester Bus Station (opposite 
the railway station) to West Dean. 
 
 
BOU1GT1 


