
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 
 

SWE07975 DRAWING FOR SCULPTURAL OBJECTS – THE FIVE PERFECT FORMS 
 
TUTOR: LOULOU MORRIS 
 
DATES: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 29 JUNE – SUNDAY 1 JULY 
  
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

In the ancient world, five solid forms were considered ‘perfect’ in number and geometry; tetrahedron, 
cube, octahedron, dodecahedron and icosahedron – the Platonic solids. The course begins with a talk to 
introduce the subject, explaining the aesthetic philosophy and language of forms.  The tutor will then 
demonstrate how to construct these forms, after which you will make your own.  This is initially in a fun 
way with marshmallows and sticks, and then how to make ‘net’ drawings to create these forms.  From 
the nets, you then experiment with irregular three dimensional standing and hanging structures, and 
learn how to plan them in 2D for optimum stability and aesthetics. 
 
You will then move on to freehand 3D drawing to explore layers, openings and textures within the 
forms, adding colour and image within and without your form.  There will be group discussion and 
guidance about how to translate the ideas into your own practice, covering armatures, stabilising 
materials, and media.  Throughout the course there will be group teaching and guided individual 
support. 
 
By the end of the course you will have gained a good understanding of how to plan for stability in 3D, 
make nets and maquettes, and know what to use to replicate this in your chosen medium.  You will 
take with you a portfolio of samples, information sheets and knowledge of methods used to design and 
make stable 3D forms in your practice. 
 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL  A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of 
experience from beginner to advanced practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided 
independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
To succeed on this course you should have basic drawing and cutting skills, an ability to measure and 
draw fairly accurately, for example to draw a square with equal length sides using a ruler 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
LouLou Morris completed her MFA in Tapestry and Textile Art at West Dean in 2011.  She has 
subsequently undertaken various residencies – usually with a teaching element.  Her practice is based on 
the desire to escape the tyranny of the rectangle and take tapestry off the wall; using found objects and 
materials, and juxtaposing the controlled nature of tapestry loom weaving with the unpredictability of 
material combinations and decay processes. 

 
TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Friday 29 June 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  The tutor will give a short talk introducing the background philosophy of  
  ‘Platonic solids’.  Students will construct the five forms and be introduced to the 
  ‘net’. 
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Other days:  Saturday 30 June 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day:  Sunday 1 July 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 
9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Cartridge paper, scalpels, wires, preprinted nets, tape. 
Also fabric stabilisers to sample; more available to purchase from the tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Drawing instruments including cutting rulers, set squares, compasses, protractors, (these are also 
available to borrow from the College) 
Heavy paper 
Card 
Coloured textured papers 
Drawing media – H and HB pencils (propelling pencils are good, but not necessary), eraser, ruler, pencil 
sharpener 
Colour media – your choice for example water-based paint media, coloured pencils or inks 
Fabrics – calico or scrim (1metre to start – more available to select during the course) 
 
Other optional additional modelling materials: 
Modroc 
Plasticine 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Fabric stabilisers for sale, please pay tutor before you leave. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
MOR5WE1 


