
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW08167  THE BLACK AND WHITE SKETCHBOOK – WORKING WITH PATTERN 
 
Tutor:   MAXINE RELTON 
 
Dates:   LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 27 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Developing pattern recognition is to view the world with heightened awareness.  It will enable you to 
generate new and inspiring connections, re-activating your creative senses.  When you combine this 
universal language with the drama of Black and White, you can create work with visually arresting 
impact.  
 
On this course you will discover pattern in a wide variety of forms, giving you a broad approach to 
perceiving, interpreting and re-creating it in inventive ways.  You will explore incidental and purposeful 
patterns in nature, classical repetition in architecture, contemporary and traditional tribal uniform in 
fabric design, spontaneous invention in personal geometry and strong spatial arrangements in the world 
all around us. 
 
You will be applying different techniques and tools through drawing, painting, frottage, transfer and 
printmaking.  There will be an emphasis on sourcing and developing your own ideas, both in the studio 
and in the College grounds.  Maxine will provide visual references to guide each project, alongside 
examples of her own original artwork and sketchbooks. 
 
By the end of the course you will have developed a keen eye for the rich diversity of pattern forms all 
around you, leading you to fresh inspiration and a new way of judging and shaping your work.  
 
LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject-focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Maxine Relton is a painter and printmaker who trained at Camberwell and the Slade School of Art.  She 
now runs a gallery of her own work and is an elected Academician of the Royal West of England 
Academy. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 27 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

In the first evening session, Maxine will introduce a way of inventing an entirely 
personal form of pattern-making, leading you to a first design to start your ideas 
flowing. 

 

Other days: Friday 28 and Saturday 29 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Friday 28 and Saturday 29 September 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 30 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Maxine always likes to have a chat with students personally on the telephone when planning her 
programme for each course.  This gives her to the opportunity to find out about any special interests or 
focus areas you have, to tell you a bit more about the course and to answer any questions you might 
have about it.  Please contact Maxine either by telephone 01453 832597 or email 
maxine.relton@tiscali.co.uk.  If you have no response, please leave your telephone number and mention 
the dates for the course you are due to attend, and she will get back to you. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of providing some additional materials shared amongst the group. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Sketchbook, A4 size or larger, containing good quality cartridge paper (minimum 160 gsm) 
Pencil eraser 
Black and white drawing materials which may include: 
Pencils in a range of grades, fine/medium/broad marker pens, inks, paints, crayons, oil based pastels 

(NOT charcoal, chalk pastels, Conte pencils as these are less suitable) 
Geometry implements (eg compass, protractor, set square, flexible curve, geometric shape templates)  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Some well-illustrated colour magazines – half dozen 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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