
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

S4D08111 MAKING WOODWIND INSTRUMENTS – RECORDERS AND 
FOLK FLUTES 

 
Tutor: MATHEW DART 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  WEDNESDAY 5 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
This course is an opportunity to enter into the fascinating world of woodwind instrument making. You 
will build and tune a playing recorder or flute, working at the intersection of craft skills, artistry and 
science.  
 
For those new to woodwind instrument making it will introduce the skills and processes required.  
Those with some experience already will be able to hone and extend their skills.  
 
You may choose to make either a mediaeval-style, cylindrical-bore, descant recorder or a three-piece, 
tapered-bore folk flute with brass ferrules (both at modern pitch: A=440Hz).  For those finishing early 
there may be time to start a second instrument, perhaps to finish at home. You should leave with at 
least one working instrument. 
 
You will proceed from blank billets of selected wood right through to the finished instrument with a mix 
of group instruction, demonstrations and individual attention. Full sized, dimensioned drawings will be 
provided. 
 
You will gain an understanding of the following skills and processes of woodwind instrument making: 
 

 Basic between-centres wood turning. 
 Deep-hole boring, reaming and making sockets. 

Voicing (making fine adjustments to recorder windway and flute embouchure).  
Tuning by adjusting tonehole sizes and shapes, and other techniques. 
Finishing with oils and polish. 

 

There will also be discussions of woodwind acoustics and of historical woodwind designs and 
construction techniques. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practise. 
 
While the necessary aspects of woodturning will be covered on the course, it would be preferable for 
students to have had some previous experience in woodwork and turning, to have attended an 
introductory woodturning course at West Dean. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Mathew Dart trained at the London College of Furniture and since 1985 has been a professional 
woodwind instrument maker. Players and academies use his instruments world-wide. He has taught 
woodwind making and music technology at LCF and its successor universities and the Open University. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Wednesday 5 September 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. There will 

be an introduction to the workshop and your fellow students, and you will 
start work on the first part of your instrument. 

 

Other days: Thursday 6 to Saturday 8 September 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: The workshop is open until 10 pm – students may proceed 

with hand-work untutored if they wish. Use of lathes and other machine tools 
will be restricted in the tutor’s absence but he will attend at least some 
evenings. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 9 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
It advisable to have some woodturning experience prior to attending the course (several one day or 
introductory courses are offered at the college). 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of providing wood for practice pieces, jigs and fixings, plans and other 
materials are included in the course fee and will be supplied. The tutor will also provide specialist 
instrument making tools for use on the course. 
 
Additional charge: 
The billets of wood for the instruments are not included in the course fee but can be purchased from 
the tutor: £8.00 per recorder blank, £16.00 per flute set. There will be a choice of timbers; maple, pear, 
plum or service wood. 
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Available from the Shop: 
1 foot or 6 inch steel ruler marked in mm. The narrower (1/2”), flexible types are preferable but not 
essential. 
 
Good pencils in H and HB and a sharpener; a 0.5mm propelling pencil is very useful. 
Notebook, Masking tape, Abrasive papers in 150, 240 and 320 grit. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
ESSENTIAL: Vernier – or digital – scale callipers, or plastic dial-gauge callipers: 6" / 150mm (these are 
available at low cost from Ebay, Axminster Tools, and many other suppliers. If in doubt contact the tutor 
for advice.) 
 
Overall/boiler suit, apron or smock (to protect your clothes against wood dust and shavings.  It should 
be close fitting round the neck, no loose ties etc). 
Covered, sturdy but comfortable footwear (sandals are not permitted in the workshop). 
 
Turning tools are all supplied in the West Dean workshop, but students who have their own are 
welcome to bring them (clearly marked with their name). Those useful on this course will be: 1” or 
wider deep roughing gouge; ¾”-1” shallow gouge; ¼” and narrower parting tools; ¾”-1” skew chisel. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
Please Note:  Please allow extra time to drive to West Dean as traffic may be heavier than usual, with 
some road diversions in the immediate vicinity, due to the Revival Meeting – the motor racing event 
taking place September 7–9 at the nearby Goodwood Estate. 
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