
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SLW08093 DIGITAL SEASCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
Tutor: NEIL CRIGHTON 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 30 AUGUST – SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course is designed to show how, with a little knowledge and understanding, you can produce 
creative images of seascape and coastal locations with your digital camera and Adobe Lightroom to 
further enhance the artistic quality of your work.  Aimed at enthusiastic photographers, it aims to be an 
introduction to this subject. 
 
This course covers: 

 A personal guide to producing interesting digital seascape and coastal photography. 
 A combination of two practical location visits, and digital editing. 
 Use of Adobe Lightroom in creative seascape and coastal photography.  

 
You should achieve improved picture editing skills, produce a selection of visually interesting seascapes 
using Photoshop as both a corrective and creative tool. 
 
Materials and techniques covered: 

 Choice of colour or black and white recording. 
 File types and editing in RAW format. 
 Selection of relative lenses, wide angle, telephoto, macro and zooms both optical and digital. 
 Selection of relative film speed.  
 Selection of camera filters and their use in digital photography. 
 Framing and composition. 
 Picture editing techniques. 
 Using Adobe Lightroom to produce an interesting creative seascape and coastal images. 
 The tutor will give a presentation of his own seascape and coastal photography.   
 Teaching will be via white board interactive illustrations of the use of Adobe Lightroom tools. 

Practical work sessions will be interactive between students and tutor, and one-to-one advice. 
 Presentation and review of finished course work. 

 
The first two days will include trips out to coastal locations.  The tutor will give one to one and group 
instruction on different techniques.  The remainder of the course will be based in the digital suite.  The 
tutor will introduce the use of Photoshop software and computer equipment. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practise. 
 
You should have prior experience of using your own digital camera.  Be familiar with using a computer, 
as while instruction will be given on getting to grips with the digital imaging software, the course will not 
teach basic computer skills.  
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ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Neil Crighton studied at Salisbury College of Art in photography and graphic design, then later at the 
University of Westminster a BA in photography.  He managed several in-house photographic/design 
departments and teaches photography part-time.  He was Creative Director for 10 years in an agency, 
specialising in photography, design and video production. Now living and working in North Sweden 
running a successful gallery, teaching photography and specialising in industrial photography. His personal 
photographic work is mainly seascape and he has recently published a book “Seascape Photography – 
Art & Techniques”.  Previously a West Sussex resident he knows the coastal locations within reach of 
West Dean well. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 30 August 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course.  You will 

be invited to informally present on your current photographic work.  This is 
followed by a presentation of the tutor’s own work looking at various 
approaches and outcomes. 

 

Other days: Friday 31 August and Saturday 1 September 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 2 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
 Ensure your digital camera (ideally a DSLR camera) for practical work is working fully. 
 Select examples of your own photographs for informal presentation on the first evening. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
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Please bring: 
Digital camera (ideally a DSLR camera) for practical work, with camera/computer leads, hand book, 
spare batteries, tripod and all accessories 
Examples of your photography either as prints, electronically on USB stick 
USB memory stick/portable hard drive to save your work to at the end of the course 
Suitable clothing for outdoor working and walking on the beach (ranging from waterproof to sun 
protection) 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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