
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW07936 MAPS AND JOURNEYS – CREATING UNIQUE BOOKS 

 

Tutor:  TRACEY BUSH 

 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 14 JUNE – SUNDAY 17 JUNE 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Make a creative document or exploration of a location or journey from the combination of maps, 
charts, photographs, drawings and text.  You will learn the skills and processes to create your own 
unique book, based on a map or journey, guided by the tutor’s expertise in creating artist’s books on 
geographical themes, which are represented in collections worldwide.  You will learn the skills and 
processes to create your own unique book, based on a map or journey. 
 
You will explore a range of simple book formats, all suitable for adaptation into unique artist’s books. 
The aims of the course are to develop the skills and processes required to create a unique book. The 
outcomes of the course should be both a small collection of different book formats, but also a more 
considered unique book based on a journey or place.  
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Tracey Bush is an artist who works with paper.  Her work features in many National and International 
collections including the Tate Gallery Library and the Yale Centre for British Art.  In 2017, Tracey’s most 
recent publication, ‘Dusk’ won both the J. Hewit Award for excellence in design (the Society of 
Bookbinders competition), and the Clothworkers’ Guild second prize in the Designer Bookbinders 
competition. 
 

Tracey is an experienced tutor who has devised and delivered workshops at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, Tate Britain, The Barbican Centre, the National Gallery, and several prior courses at  
West Dean College. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 14th June 2018 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

An introduction, through a talk and viewing Tracey’s handling collection to both 
the artist’s book form and methodologies employed to document place and 
journey.  
Practical work: an introduction to paper handling, folding and how to decide to 
best size to make your artist’s book. 

 

First day: Friday 15th June 2018 
 

9.15am  Tutor demonstration and making: the pamphlet book, the simplest and most 
versatile form of book binding. Considerations of stitching placement, paper 
stock. Making the Khadi paper book cover (with pocket). 

10.30am  Coffee 
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First day continued: Friday 15th June 2018 
 

11.00am  Tutor demonstration and making: the second key structure for artist’s books, 
the concertina or leporello. This will be bound as a ‘flutter’ book with 
decorative paper covered boards. 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Tutor demonstration and making: improvisations on the first two structures, the 

flag book, window book, and dos a dos. Students can choose which of the 
three structures to make in the afternoon. 

3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm  Students to continue working to complete the previously taught structures. 
  Individual tuition: alternative bindings for your book structure will be discussed. 
5.00pm   Classes finish. 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working (planning) available until 10pm. 
 

Day 2: Saturday 16th June 2018 
 

9.15am  Working with maps or charts. 
In the morning session, we will focus on the use of maps in the artist’s book. 
Ways of incorporating these into the book form include: cutting, tipping in, 
folding, pockets, envelopes, stamping, printing and drawing,  

10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Editing your material. The artist’s book is a succinct form, editing both text and 

image are essential. Tutor demonstration followed by making, typography for 
the handmade book: calligraphy, rubber stamp, digital print, photocopy, print, 
handwriting, rub downs, stencil and cut text. 

12.45pm   Lunch 
2.00pm  Tutor talk and making, mock ups. 

Tracey will demonstrate the process of making a mock up for an artist’s book. 
This is an essential part of the process in order to work out imposition (where 
images and text are placed on the sheet before it is stitched or glued into a 
book). Guided time making your own book mock up.  

3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm  Guided studio time making your own book. 
5.00pm  Classes finish. 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working is available until 10pm. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 17th June 2018 
 

9.15am  Guided studio time making your own book. 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue. 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.30pm  Conclusion, group plenary and discussion. 
3.00pm  Classes finish. 
3.30pm  Tea then departure. 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
You should bring ideas for your book, these can include all or some of the following: maps or charts to 
cut up or incorporate, text, imagery, prints, drawings, photographs, or paper ephemera, tickets, tube 
maps, papers from a journey or travel.  
 

You should also bring sources of visual reference for your book, information, books and maps. 
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MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:   
Many of the materials are included in the course fee. These specifically are: grey board, linen thread, 
some Khadi paper, heavyweight cartridge, PVA glue, and starch paste. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course, most of the basic materials are included.  Your tutor will supply some additional 
materials, some of which may incur a small charge. 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Your tutor will provide the following for use during the course: bone folder, bradawl, small scissors, 
bookbinding needles, Japanese punch (shared) Your tutor will also have available some decorative 
papers, maps and charts suitable for use in book projects, some with a small additional charge (you will 
need to pay the tutor in cash or cheque for any non-returnable items you use before the end of the 
course). 
 
Available from the Shop: 
You will need to purchase any special or decorative papers, and any specific papers for your projects. 
You may also wish to purchase small tools such as: a bone folder, glue brush, set square, metal rule, craft 
knife, thread and bradawl in order to continue to work at home after the course. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Ideas, visual reference information and items you may wish to incorporate in your book – See Required 
Preparation for more information. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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