
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08119 SKETCHING ACROSS THE SOUTH DOWNS 

 
Tutor: MAXINE RELTON 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 9 SEPTEMBER – FRIDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Capturing the immediacy of the world on the wing is the essence of this course. With sketchbooks in 
hand, we’ll be taking short walks in the South Downs, keeping our eyes peeled and our minds open to 
every imaginable source of inspiration: strong landscape compositions, striding walkers, fleeting wildlife, 
village scenes, dramatic cloudscapes and the ever-absorbing abstract patterns of the earth’s rich textures. 
 
This is about learning to see as an artist. Wherever your interests lie (colour, texture, line, tone), 
whatever your medium (painting, printmaking, textiles, photography, ceramics), whatever your approach 
(representational, abstract, interpretive, expressionistic, stylistic), you will always find a rich source of 
inspiration in the world around you if you have an open, receptive and enquiring mind.  This course is 
about trying out and comparing your visual responses, then giving some time to developing these back 
in the studio.  It aims to provide springboards for your future rather than finished, completed work.  
 
Whether beginner, intermediate or advanced, you will be exploring a wide variety of approaches, testing 
out the ways of drawing and painting that most appeal to you so that you can develop what comes 
most naturally to you.  
 
You will gain confidence in the art of lively, expressive responses, extend your drawing and painting 
skills, learn to work on the move with a compact, portable kit to suit your style and all the while 
revitalising your senses in the spring light and special beauty of Britain’s newest National Park.  We will 
visit different and varied morning and afternoon locations, as well as invest time in the studio for 
considered developments.  Some optional, unsupervised evening projects are suggested. Maxine will 
bring a number of books for inspiration, as well as some original work of her own to share. 
 
By the end of the course, you will know how to distil and frame your subject, lead the eye around your 
focal point, combine the organic, geometric and abstract into a convincing whole.  You will know how 
to shape your own compositions with greater skill and understanding, and how to use your sketchbook 
as a creative tool to form a personal and invaluable visual encyclopaedia for your future work.  
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject-focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
Maxine Relton is a painter and printmaker who trained at Camberwell and the Slade School of Art. She 
is based in Gloucestershire where she runs a gallery of her own work and is an elected Academician of 
the Royal West of England Academy.  She invariably has a sketchbook on her wherever she travels and 
will bring many of her originals to share. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 9 September 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Sunday 9 September 
 

8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. We will 
look at a variety of classic landscape compositions and try out some studies in 
preparation for the morning walk. Bring sketchbook and drawing materials.  

 

Other days: Monday 10 to Thursday 13 September 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 14 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Maxine always likes to have a chat with students personally on the telephone when planning her 
programme for each course.  This gives her to the opportunity to find out about any special interests or 
focus areas you have, to tell you a bit more about the course and to answer any questions you might 
have about it.  Your email and phone number will be passed to Maxine.  If you would prefer the tutor 
not to contact you, please let the Bookings office know.  Maxine can be contacted by telephone 01453 
832597 or email maxine.relton@tiscali.co.uk. If you have no response, please leave your telephone 
number and mention the dates for the course you are due to attend, and she will get back to you. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Included in the course fee: some materials shared amongst the group. 
 
Materials required for this course:   
A sketchbook of good quality cartridge paper in any preferred size that is comfortable to carry (spiral-
bound with a rigid back is practical) 
Drawing/painting materials 
If using watercolour paints, please also bring a sketchbook containing watercolour paper 
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Please bring any of the items listed, if you have them, and in addition: 
A rucksack containing drawing/painting materials of your choice in a waterproof plastic bag 
 

You are also advised to bring comfortable, waterproof footwear, weatherproof jacket with hood, 
separate hat with a brim (or visor), sunglasses and umbrella.  
 

You may wish to bring a camera for later, secondary reference 
 

Painting overall for studio work 
 
These items are provided: 
Lightweight folding chairs if required, and basic studio equipment  
Maxine will also bring a variety of sketching tools and materials to discuss and try out   
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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