
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

Title: STONE CARVING – HEPWORTH HOOPS AND MOORISH BUMPS 
 
Tutor: SIMON KEELEY 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND THURSDAY 21 JUNE – SUNDAY 24 JUNE 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

Develop your stone carving whilst looking at the synergy between artists Hepworth and Henry Moore.  
Explore how they wrestled with morphing humanistic humps and bumps – and their eternal fascination 
with primal piercings of stone.  We start by looking at simple beginnings and move on to more complex 
cavernous forms. 
 

To note – on the shelves of Henry Moore’s studio, beach found sea worn pebbles with holes, bone 
sections with holes and much more …. 
 

Develop your own take on these wonderful art forms.  Please bring sketches and doodles and natural 
found objects which will help in creating your ideas. 
 

You make a clay model and then move on to the stone. You will then be shown how to transfer your 
unique variety of forms into the large variety of stone choice that West Dean college offers. 
 

This course will push stone and artist to the limits of their creative potential and unlock hitherto 
unknown realms of interweaving mind boggling sculptural forms. 
 

The course is held in the Sculpture Courtyard, which is open to the elements on one side and is 
reached by a walk through the orchard in the kitchen garden or can be accessed by road.  We come 
back to the house for lunch but not for morning coffee or afternoon tea as this is held in the Gardens 
Restaurant. The stone carving facility is well equipped with many different types of tools and equipment 
for student use. 
 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Simon Keeley trained as a stonemason, and in 2003 completed an Art in Architecture MA. He has won 
many prestigious commissions and has work in Westminster Abbey. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Thursday 21 June 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days:  Friday 22 to Saturday 23 June 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued:  Friday 22 to Saturday 23 June 
 

3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.15pm Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day:  Sunday 24 June 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring in any objects that you have collected for inspiration. You can also bring in drawings and 
photographs. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Carving tools can be purchased in the College Shop; most are provided on the course. You may want 
to buy tools to complete or start other projects in the future. 
 

Additional Charge:  Stone – early on in the course, stone will be selected by the student and weighed, 
the weight and type of stone will be noted by the tutor and given in to the college shop. The shop will 
then work out the exact cost of the stone for each student. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
9H pencil – for the first evening 
Carving tools  – various chisels 
                       – rifflers 
                       – emery paper – various grades 
                       – nylon mallets 
                      – metal dummies 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Sketchbook/notebook and pencil if you wish   Sensible shoes/boots (sandals are not suitable)  
Hand cream     Old clothes/overalls and head covering as you will get 
Pair of gloves        dusty 
 

Protective Equipment Supplied: 
Dust masks     Safety spectacles 
Respirator face shield    Ear defenders/ear plugs 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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