
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08033 FLEXIBLE BASKETRY STRUCTURES – LOOPING, NETTING 
 AND KNOTTING 
 

Tutor: TIM JOHNSON 
 

Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 22 JULY – FRIDAY 27 JULY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Looping, netting and knotting have been used for over 20,000 years to make a wide variety of baskets, 
traps and garments in diverse cultures around the world. In this workshop you will explore these ancient 
technologies and make contemporary bags, baskets and wall hangings of your own design with natural 
and recycled materials. 
 

Beginning with identifying suitable plants, harvesting and processing native plant fibres and making string, 
you will go on to explore the contrasting techniques of looping and knotted netting.  
 

Tim will bring along part of his collection of flexible basketry including examples from Australia, Papua 
New Guinea, Brazil, Mexico and Cambodia. Handling these original artefacts will encourage both the 
close analysis of structure and further experimentation with material and structure combinations.  
Reference will also be made to contemporary artists and basketmakers that have since the 1960s 
extended the creative scope and application of flexible structures.  
 

 The first day of the course will focus on identifying suitable native and garden plants and learning 
about harvesting techniques and fibre processing. You will use a variety of natural fibres including 
rush, cooked willow bark, beaten esparto grass and purple moor grass to create beautiful lengths 
of cordage that can be used in many basketry techniques. Tim will teach and demonstrate a 
variety of string making methods from around the world using our hands, legs, teeth and the 
occasional special tool! 
 

 The second and third days of the course will focus on the many variations of looping found in 
traditional string bags, firstly learning the basic techniques and then experimenting with both 
structural variations, material combinations and design considerations leading to both finished 
pieces and a number of samples.  
 

 The fourth and fifth days will focus on netting techniques which in contrast to looping uses a 
number of needles, gauges and pre-prepared or purchased threads, strings and cordage. Netting 
provides ample opportunity for experimentation with diverse materials and structural 
combinations leading to works exploring scale, density, drape-ability and transparency.  

 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:   
Artist and basketmaker Tim Johnson has exhibited and taken part in residencies throughout the UK and 
internationally over the last 20 years including projects in Australia, Denmark, Spain, Newfoundland, 
Ireland, the USA and Uzbekistan. Originally from Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Tim has lived in various parts 
of England and Ireland and is currently based in the north-east of Spain just outside Barcelona.  
 

He is an experienced tutor and has been awarded the prestigious Marsh Award for Excellence in 
Gallery Education and several awards for his baskets in Spain and Poland. He combines a deep respect 
for traditional basketmaking techniques with his own innovations and enjoys using a wide variety of 
materials and techniques gleaned from his travels, research and his own creative practice.  
Tim’s work may be seen on his website here: www.timjohnsonartist.com 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 22 July 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
   

Other days: Monday 23 to Thursday 26 July 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 27 July 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee:   
The course fee includes the cost of rush, and other materials provided by the tutor for use during the 
course.  (If you use a large quantity you may be charged extra.) 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Bodkins/large needles (upholstery) 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
The tutor will bring a selection of basket-making tools but please bring along any you have including:  
Secateurs, clippers, pocket knife, scissors 
Water sprayer/mister bottle 
Large needles, bodkin etc. 
An apron 
Optional – any interesting plant materials you may have in your garden and may like to incorporate 
 

Essential – covered footwear in the workshop 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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