
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 
S4D08071 BOTANICAL PAINTING – SUMMER COLOURS 
 
Tutor:  MARIELLA BALDWIN 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 19 AUGUST – THURSDAY 23 AUGUST 
 

 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Late summer approaches and the colours of nature intensify becoming ever richer.  This course will be a 
wonderful opportunity for anyone wishing to paint the rich magentas, shocking pinks, or dazzling 
tangerines that will be in abundance in the cutting garden. 
 
Botanical Painting is an exacting subject, but it can also be used as a great vehicle to study all forms of 
art as John Ruskin proposed in the 19th century and as relevant now as it was then.  The course focuses 
on colour, providing you with an excellent opportunity to spend time exploring watercolour with 
application to a flamboyant flower from the walled garden.  Techniques and tips will be demonstrated 
to help you understand and simplify the complexity of plant structure, as well as accurately match and 
mix watercolour paint.  During the course exercises will be undertaken, both in observational drawing 
and colour mixing.  Colour theory and applications will be discussed. You will learn how to develop a 
good sense of structure and form to your painting, using pure and modified colour, so that the resulting 
flower will look as if it could be plucked from the page. 
 
This course is suitable for any level as individual attention will be given to all, including group discussions.  
Therefore beginners as well as those with experience are welcome to join this course.   
 
By the end of the course you will leave with a worksheet or sketchbook containing your colour 
exercises.  These will be a useful reference tool for all future work, demonstrating techniques you have 
learned, in addition to the course notes as an aide-memoire.  You will take with you a painting of your 
chosen flower, and have gained increased confidence and pleasure in painting flowers. 
 

 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Mariella is an experienced tutor having a passion for the subject and the craft.  She published her book 
Botanical Painting in 2011. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Sunday 19 August 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  As an introduction to the course on the first evening we will look at plant  

 structures and see how some of the complex flowers can be broken down into 
 simple forms to develop accurate observational skills in preparation for 
 embarking on a sustained painting of a flower. 
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Other days:  Monday 20 to Wednesday 22 August 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day:  Thursday 23 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
It would be most useful to make a chart (ideally correctly labelled) of your watercolour box, whether 
you use tubes or half-pans so that colours can be easily identified. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Smooth Cartridge Paper 
Hot-pressed Watercolour paper 300 gms/140 lbs 
Tracing Paper 
Watercolour paints – minimum primary colours; Permanent Rose, Winsor Lemon, French Ultramarine 
(or equivalent) Artists’ quality 
Pencils 
Pencil Sharpener 
Erasers – Plastic and Putty 
Ruler 
Watercolour paintbrushes – ideally Sable, Size 3 and 5 
Sketchbook 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any watercolours you already have 
Magnifying glass 
Plain white saucer/dish or china watercolour palette 
Dividers 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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