
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S2D08102 PICTORIAL RAG RUG TECHNIQUES 
 
Tutor: LYNNE STEIN 
 
Dates: 2 DAYS  SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER – TUESDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Taking inspiration from flora and fauna themes, create a small unique pictorial textile.  Using collage as a 
preliminary process to create a design idea, develop the potential for translating your images into highly 
colourful, richly textured and patterned surfaces, with a variety of traditional and alternative 
experimental rag rug tools and techniques, and recycled fabrics and threads. 
 
In all processes, there will be an emphasis upon recycling and experimentation, and a focus upon 
pattern, colour, form and texture. 
 
You will have the opportunity to use and combine a variety of traditional rug making and textile tools 
and techniques, which will include rug hooking, prodding, locker hooking, latch hooking, carving, 
wrapping, beadwork, appliqué and stitch, to construct and embellish your work. 
 
Referencing both historical and contemporary examples of rag rug making, demonstrations of 
techniques will be given throughout the course, and there will be numerous examples of work 
illustrative of these processes available to look at. 
 
You will be shown how to prepare fabrics and yarns for the different tools and techniques, and how 
your ideas might eventually be translatable also into larger pieces of work, beyond this course. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is suitable for any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

Ideally you will have an interest in fabrics, colour and working decoratively. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Lynne Stein trained initially as an exhibition and display designer, and later as an art therapist. A largely 
self-taught textile artist, she has had her own freelance practice for 25 years.  Lynne has been the 
recipient of Arts Council England and Baring Foundation funding support for a number of her 
commissions and residencies, and her work frequently includes and involves teaching and working with a 
wide variety of community groups, particularly in health related and educational settings and creating 
commissioned work for public, corporate and domestic spaces.  
 

A contributor to several books and journals, as well as having her work featured on radio and television, 
Lynne has recently authored Rag Rug Creations – an exploration of colour and surface, published by 
Bloomsbury in 2014, which includes ideas for combining rag rug and needlefelting techniques.  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 2 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 
STE6WE2 
Continued 
  



Page 2 

 
Other days: Monday 3 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Tuesday 4 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
You will need to collect the following: 
 

Visual references of flora and fauna with a painterly/graphic emphasis (postcards, greeting cards, 
wrapping papers, photographs, drawings, etc.) 
 

For paper collage glue stick, range of colourful plain and patterned papers (torn magazine, wrapping 
paper, shop paper bags etc.) 
 

A good selection of fabric remnants, which also reflect your colour and tonal range of papers, and with 
an emphasis upon textural variety e.g. lycra, polyester, thin wool, net, silk, cotton, plastic felt etc. (NOT 
more than you can carry!) 
 

You may also like to save time during the course by preparing some fabric for hooking and prodding, as 
follows: 
Prodding = 3/4” width x 2 1/2” length 
Hooking = long strips of 1/2” width, which can be wound into balls. 
 

Yarns e.g. rug/knitting wool, dyed fleece, boucle, loosely spun, space-dyed yarns, embroidery threads etc. 
 

Other embellishment items e.g. beads, buttons, sequins, glass nuggets, pompoms, coloured pipe cleaners 
copper curtain rings, shisha mirrors etc.  
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the shop: 
All-purpose adhesive 
Broad tipped indelible marker pens 
A1 paper 
Sewing equipment 
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Available for purchase from the tutor: 
Mat-making frame (24” sq.) £15 
Hessian £3 per yd. 
 
Available to purchase (but NOT all compulsory) from the tutor: 
Hooks ranging from £10–£17.50 (both types available for purchase) 
Prodders ranging from £3–£10.50 (both types available for purchase) 
Latch hooks £2.50 
Rag ruggers £17.50 
Locker hooks £6 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Visual reference, some collage papers and fabrics/materials as described in the Required Preparation on 
page 2. 
And also:  
Scissors – good fabric scissors and others for paper 
Pinking shears (optional) 
Flexible wire 
Needles 
Threads 
Drawing pins and small hammer or staple gun and staples (for attaching hessian to frame) if you have 
them – can be borrowed from the college too. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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