
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08064 EXPRESSIVE DRAWING FOR BEGINNERS 

 
Tutor: VERONICA SLATER 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 17 AUGUST – SUNDAY 19 AUGUST 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn the basics of drawing through a series of structured projects that will challenge, stimulate and 
ultimately build your confidence.  You will explore different ways of looking and develop skills to 
produce bold, adventurous, articulate drawings.  There will be traditional observational work as well as 
exploring more expressive and experimental approaches to drawing. 
 
You will begin by exploring techniques in ink including mark making on wet and dry surfaces, plus using 
different drawing tools such as brush and card to apply textures.  You will also build tonal grounds with 
charcoal and pencil, exploring positive and negative space whilst establishing form.  Finally, you will learn 
measuring techniques to grasp an understanding of proportion. 
 
The tutor will provide a supportive and enjoyable learning environment, with individual and group 
tutorials.  There will be presentations and demonstrations with step-by-step guidance at all stages. 
Throughout the weekend we will examine drawing concepts, by looking at artists who have diverse 
approaches to drawing in a range of media.  This is to open up ideas about drawing and inspire 
development of a personal language.  
 
By the end of the course you will have improved your ability to draw confidently from observation and 
produce completed work.  You will have an increased awareness of your creative self and be able to 
relate work to recognised artists.  You will understand the basic principles of a drawing vocabulary and 
have the skills to apply them. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS  
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Enthusiasm and a willingness to try out new things.  
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Veronica Slater is a contemporary artist who has shown widely in the U.K and abroad.  She has had 
numerous international residencies and is based in Brighton, with a studio at Phoenix.  Veronica has 
taught fine art at Universities, worldwide and U.K, including a position at The City Literary Institute, 
London. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 17 August 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

The first session will comprise of working from a dramatically lit set up of plants, 
using ink, charcoal and white pastel on A1 sheets of paper.  Wearing overalls 
strongly recommended. 
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Other days: Saturday 18 August 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 19 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Some drawing materials and paper for the first evening session shared amongst the group. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
A1 cartridge paper 10 sheets 
A1 newsprint 10 sheets 
Willow charcoal 10 sticks  
Compressed charcoal 4 sticks  
2 sticks compressed white charcoal or white pastels or white conte  
2 Hard Staedler erasers   
Indian black ink 
1 Hoghair brush 1cm wide 
2B and 6B pencils 
Masking tape  
Fixative 
Thin point black felt tip pen 
Thick point black felt tip pen 
Coloured felt tip pens 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Bring overalls or wear old clothes – it will be messy 
Two jam jars 
Any clean unused newspapers 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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