
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE08026 WATERCOLOUR PAINTING – EXPLORING COLOUR 
 

Tutor: MARIELLA BALDWIN 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 20 JULY – SUNDAY 22 JULY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

The course will be speculative and explorative as you develop a personal palette and learn to use 
colour with greater confidence. 
 

You will be introduced to the basic colour wheel and its advantages and limitations as a painting tool. 
You will explore further aspects of colour theory in an approachable way such as how to avoid 
muddying colours to keep colour vibrancy, transparent glazing, the properties of pigments and improve 
your sense of colour mixing and matching.  
 

Techniques and ideas will be demonstrated and discussed, using both contemporary and historical 
references together with direct reference to plant material. You will look at pure colour and modified 
colour.  Examples of paintings will be available for discussion. 
 

By the end of this course you will leave with a selection of handmade colour charts which will be an 
invaluable reference tool for all future work.  Course notes will be provided alongside the experiments 
undertaken in the form of a personal workbook.  This course will be useful for all artists of any level 
wanting to increase their knowledge and application of watercolour. 
 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
The only requirement for this course is an enthusiasm for colour and a desire to learn more about 
watercolour painting. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Mariella Baldwin is a botanical illustrator and an experienced teacher.  She exhibits her work in England 
and the USA. She has work in the Chelsea Physic Garden Archive. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 20 July 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Introduction. A discussion on colour, intended outcomes from the course, 
referring to examples of work of other artists. You will also be introduced to a 
few tips and techniques to get the best from the course. Please bring examples, 
see page 2.  

 

Other days: Saturday 21 July 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Saturday 21 July 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 22 July 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
It would be most useful to make a chart [ideally correctly labelled if possible] of your watercolour box, 
or most used colours, whether half-pans or tubes so that colours can be easily identified.  Please bring 
some examples of your work if you have them.  If you are new to painting please bring examples of 
artists’ work that you like. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Some additional watercolour test samples and papers to try out shared amongst the group. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Watercolour paper 
Winsor & Newton watercolour paints 
Brushes including a 3/8” flat brush 
Masking tape 
Paper fasteners 
Treasury tags 
Selection of flat watercolour brushes 
Project file  
Selection of Khadi paper books, ring bound watercolour pads and bound books to choose from 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any watercolour paints you already have at home, pans or tubes, and if you can make a chart (see 
above). 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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