
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D08088 EXPLORE TAPESTRY WEAVING 

 
Tutor: CARON PENNEY 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 26 AUGUST – FRIDAY 31 AUGUST 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This workshop is designed to enable students to have a greater understanding of the art of tapestry 
weaving.  It is for both complete beginners and intermediate weavers.  Skills which can be developed 
further include the art of interpretation and cartoon making, hatching and blending and many other 
technical experiences can be developed during this workshop.  The tutor will use demonstration, and 
discussion to assist with learning, and there are handouts to reinforce the groups understanding of 
specific techniques.  
 
For beginners introductory techniques are covered initially; they include shaping and shading.  More 
complex techniques can then be considered – these include circles, using supplementary warps, or 
making textured tapestry. 
 
If you have previous experience or intermediate skills you may complete more than one sample and 
bring proposed tapestry projects to develop into a workable subject /cartoon for tapestry which will be 
produced in the course. 
 
Enjoy demonstrations, discussion and an illustrated talk and visit to the commercial Tapestry Studio at 
West Dean on Wednesday lunchtime.  Here you can see the current commissions underway and a 
detailed explanation of some of the tapestries woven at the College. 
 
The tutor gives an illustrated talk will covering other weavers’ work and reference material will be 
available throughout the workshop, to further your understanding of the medium and increasing the 
depth of your knowledge. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Caron Penney is a master tapestry weaver and director of Weftfaced.  She studied Constructed Textiles 
at Middlesex University.  She has taught tapestry for many years, and worked at the renowned West 
Dean Tapestry Studio from 1993–2013, and was studio director from 2009–2013.  She worked on 
many commissions while at the West Dean Studio, including the Hunt of the Unicorn series and the 
Tracey Emin tapestries. An experienced teacher, she is also co-author of Tapestry – a woven narrative 
(2012).  Caron has also worked as a consultant for the West Dean Tapestry Studio.  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 26 August 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  (See page 2.) 
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Arrival day continued: Sunday 26 August 
 

8.00pm–9.00pm:  The session will be workshop based.  The first step for beginners is the 
production of a sample and this will involve a detailed explanation and 
demonstration of the warping up process.  Once this has been achieved, or if 
you are an intermediate weaver you can work on more complex samples 
learning further tapestry skills or learn to make a cartoon and interpret an 
image. You are encouraged to bring ideas of images for translation with you.  
These should not be detailed, but simple and with large open spaces. 

 

Other days: Monday 27 to Thursday 30 August 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored but the tutor may be present working on her own work, and these 
sessions are informal opportunities to discuss work and thoughts.  There will be 
no formal teaching so attendance is purely voluntary. 

 

Departure day: Friday 31 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
All materials and supplies are available in the teaching room; however please bring scissors, a note pad 
and a document folder for hand-outs.  
 

You are welcome to bring images / designs for proposed current or future tapestry projects which you 
would like to work on. I cannot guarantee that these will be made in the workshop but it is often helpful 
to discuss any aspirations for the future.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
A selection of warp and weft yarns provided by the tutor to supplement your own yarns during the 
course.  
 

Available from the Shop: 
Wooden tapestry frame (small tapestry frames are available for purchase from the shop @ from £13) 
NB: Students can borrow a tapestry frame for the length of the course for no charge. 
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Available from the Shop continued: 
Warp yarn (@£14 per cop) 
Weavers bobbin can be purchased from the shop 
Scissors  
 

For this course there are additional opportunities to purchase weft and warp yarn from Weavers Bazaar 
who will visit with their pop-up shop for a day at the start of the course.  
 
Materials which the students should bring with them: 
A tapestry frame – if you have one 
Measuring tape  
Kitchen fork for weaving 
Pen and document folder for hand-outs 
Scissors 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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