
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S4D07933  CERAMIC BOWLS – EXPLORING SURFACE AND FORM 
 
Tutor: KYRA CANE 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  MONDAY 11 JUNE – FRIDAY 15 JUNE 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Explore a wide range of decorative techniques using inspiration gleaned from the gardens of West 
Dean, which you will then apply to both thrown and handbuilt bowls made in the studio. 
 
Bowls are a wonderful vehicle through which to explore shape but it is in the combination of surface 
and form where pieces develop more individual personality.  You will have the opportunity to develop a 
personal vocabulary of forms and mark making skills. 
 
This course is suitable for anyone who has developed throwing skills and wants to be able to make 
work that is more personal, expressive and refined.  This sounds so easy but as many of you will know, 
developing thrown forms that have their own personality is more difficult than it seems, and to create 
surfaces and finishes which enhance these then adds another layer of complexity to the whole process 
of making.  
 
The key is in developing a visual language through which you learn to identify your own criteria 
enhanced by direct observation of the wonderful resources of the gardens at West Dean.  This can take 
the form of a sketchbook where you make notes and diagrams, collect images, and draw, or it can be in 
an electronic format such as pinterest or instagram.  
 
You will begin to ask yourself how the surface of your form enhances the work you make?  What is the 
effect of marks, colour or patterns on the shapes you create?  
 
This course is aimed at helping you develop a range of wheel thrown or hand built ceramic bowls that 
are individual, by increasing your understanding of the potential of clay and materials to express ideas 
through form, surface, technique, skill and knowledge.  Learning to appreciate the potential that surface 
and finish has on form, gleaning information through the study of natural structures and the many 
properties of a wide range of ceramic materials and processes. 
 
• You will be able to use a range of 2D and 3D processes and techniques to help you identify the 
  personal characteristics you want to articulate in your ceramic work. 
 

• You will develop confidence in making a wide range of decisions when throwing and turning 
clay on a wheel which enable you to create a range of bowl forms. 

 

• You will gain an understanding of surface in relation to form by experimenting and exploring 
  techniques and appropriate ceramic finishes on a range of both thrown and handbuilt bowls.  
 

• You will develop a critical approach to the analysis of ceramic form, surface and style by 
  examining examples of work made by a range of potters. 
 
By the end of the four days you will have a selection of fired samples, a group of ceramic pieces which 
can be taken home or fired at the College and a visual resource from which you can develop future 
work. 
 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
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ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Kyra has had a studio for thirty years making porcelain pots, whilst also teaching in Higher Education and 
running the Harrow Ceramics degree course at the University of Westminster.  She is a fellow of the 
CPA and currently chair of the trustees of the Craft Potters Charitable Trust.  She has written a book 
about making and drawing and curated exhibitions for Contemporary Applied Arts and the Harley 
Gallery.  She is a CPA mentor and an external examiner for various institutions and now works full time 
in her North Nottinghamshire studio.  
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 11 June 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Tuesday 12 to Thursday 14 June 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 15 June 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring with you a small collection of 2D imagery (photographs, cuttings or drawings) and 3D objects or 
fragments which inspire you.  Think about ways of recording textures, surfaces, colours and forms that 
you like and bring them with you. 
 

Bring your favourite tools, a sketchbook, pencil, and some type of camera if you like to record things 
using this. You will also need coloured media but you will have the opportunity to experiment with a 
range before being able to purchase items from the college shop. 
 

Look at books including: my book, Making and Drawing if you would like some ideas about ways that 
artists develop ideas. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm 
 

For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first afternoon 
of your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
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Materials included in the course fee: 
Clays and other ceramic materials:  The cost of clays, glaze materials and firings is included in the course 
fee.  Large work in size and quantity may be charged extra. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Pottery tools, pottery knife (basic pottery tools are provided for use) 
A good selection of all art materials 
Wood or plastic ruler  
Natural sponge  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Overall  
Old towel  
Plastic bucket or box with lid. 
Cardboard boxes are useful if taking raw pots away at the end of the course  
 
If leaving your pots, PLEASE BRING A STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or a 
card with your name and email address) so that we can let you know when the pots are ready for 
collection. 
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for six months from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard (or the date of the email). 
 
Firing and glazing of completed pieces:  Students normally have three options at the end of the course. 
 

1. Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic 
glazing and re-firing by the College, for collection at a later date. 

  

2. Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College.  They may then book a 
place on a Glazing Day – the details and fee are advertised in the short course programme – 
and learn how to glaze their work themselves.  This work will be re-fired and available for 
collection at a later date.   

 

3. Students are free to take away their unfired pots for glazing and firing elsewhere. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
CAN54D1 


