
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S1D07811 WORKING WITH COLOUR IN YOUR GARDEN 

 
Tutor:  TOM BROWN with HENRY MACAULAY 
 
Date: 1 DAY  SATURDAY 21 APRIL 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Explore the use of colour in your garden under the expert eye of Tom Brown, who is the head 
gardener at Parham House in West Sussex.  He will bring ideas from Parham to inspire you.  Discover 
new colour combinations and how to extend the season of interest using late summer colour.  You will 
have the chance to work on a planting plan for your garden. 
 
You will spend the morning session looking at colour; using perennials, shrubs, annuals and even 
vegetables – exploring texture too, giving you lots of ideas to start formulating your own schemes. 
 
After morning coffee the focus will be on the use of repetition and height in your displays along with 
foliage and supporting plants to help enhance your ‘star performers’.  That will be followed by a guided 
walk around West Dean Gardens looking at plants to inspire your own design and scheme. 
 
The afternoon will be dedicated to helping you create a scheme or plant association for you to 
implement in your own garden, come armed with photographs. 
 
LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTORS: 
Tom Brown, M.Hort. is a lecturer, RHS committee member and judge, writer, and broadcaster for BBC 
Radio Sussex and Surrey.  He has been Head Gardener at Parham House and Gardens in West Sussex 
since 2010 having previously been Senior Supervisor at RHS Wisley where he started his career when 
he was 16.  
 

Henry Macaulay has worked at the gardens at Nymans in West Sussex and for the last few years at 
Parham House where he works with the Walled Garden’s herbaceous borders, including the recently 
replanted Blue Borders. 
 
 

TIMETABLE:  
 

9.00–9.15am  Registration and coffee 
9.15am  Morning classes 
10.30am  Coffee 
12.45pm  Lunch (included) 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring with you any information that you have about your garden especially the areas that you 
would like to improve the colour combinations.  Photographs would be very useful.  Notes about areas 
that you find challenging.  If you know your soil type and pH, that would be very helpful. 
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MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm, for any materials you 
need to purchase from the shop. 
 
Please bring (these items are available to purchase from the Shop): 
You will need a notebook and pens/pencils for taking notes, a large sketch book/pad or larger sheets of 
paper would be useful for sketching out your plans and ideas for you garden. 
 
Please also bring the following items to help inspire you in planning and working with colour in the 
garden: 

 photographs and cuttings of planting combinations or colours that you particularly like 

 any image of a colour combination that inspires you 

 coloured pencils 

 books that inspire you 
 

and Outdoor clothing (waterproofs) for walking around the gardens. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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