
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07957 SILVER STACKING RINGS – JEWELLERY 
 

Tutor: LAILA SMITH 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 22 JUNE – SUNDAY 24 JUNE 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Create a beautiful set of silver stacking rings. The aim of this course is to get you to consider how a 
stack of rings will work together before making your ring set. You will be exploring textures, surfaces 
and/or repeated shapes. You will be looking at the design problems and solutions that come with 
making a set of rings to be worn together. 
 

Your sampled textures and/or repeated shapes will be undertaken in copper before working on the 
finished silver ring set.  
 

Following a demonstration, everyone will explore surfaces and textures and you are then encouraged to 
explore your own ideas with the tutor by reflecting on these samples and your design ideas. You will 
make the shank (bands) of your rings after this sampling following a full demonstration of sizing rings, 
measuring and how to make a ring in a step-by-step demonstration with notes. 
 

The principal material used on this course is silver but you may incorporate materials such as copper, 
and brass in your design. You can also bring broken or unloved pieces of gold jewellery from home to 
incorporate into the rings using granulation.  
 

You will be encouraged to create a number of samples during the course showing textures and shapes. 
So as well as your finished rings you will have a selection of ideas to incorporate into future projects 
should you wish. 
 

You should produce a beautiful set of 2 or 3 silver stacking rings. 
 

At the end of the course we will have a short review of the work everyone has made. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Laila Smith is a studio jeweller and teacher. She trained at Manchester Metropolitan University and 
undertook a 15 month Fellowship in The Jewellery Quarter in Birmingham. Her mathematically inspired 
geometric jewellery is sold across the UK. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 22 June 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

A slide show of relevant jewellery by contemporary jewellers as well as a 
chance to see a number of pieces by your tutor. An introduction to the 
workshop covering health and safety and use of the studios. Group 
introductions with a chance to get to know each other and our experience of 
jewellery making. 
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Other days: Saturday 23 June 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 24 June 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
None necessary but please do bring any ideas in your sketchbooks if you have them. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Silver wire and sheet for basic rings. Copper sheet for texture samples. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Silver, copper and brass for creating additions to your rings. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
You can also bring broken or unloved pieces of gold jewellery from home to incorporate into the rings 
using granulation if desired. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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